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My endeavour in this chapter is to present a brief account
of the original seat (Mulapitha), and the original centre
(Mulakshetra) of Nimbargi Sampradaya and the original centres,
main centres and a few sub-centres of Chimmad and Inchageri
Sampradaya.
Thereafter I contemplate on regional, rural and
urban distribution of these centres. It is also proposed to
deal with types of leadership/ authority in the centres of
Nimbargi Sampradaya and to see whether they (the centres of
Nimbargi Sapradaya) are in decaying, flourishing, stable stages
or not.
And finally similarities and differences between
Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya are brought to light.

1. QIOPHAglR?
Elsewhere it has been observed that the saint of Nimbargi
was initiated by one of the pointiffs of Siddhagiri (more
popularly called, Kaneri Muth).
Kaneri, a small village in the Karvir sub-division, lies
six miles south of Kolhapur (Maharashtra).
The village is
known for Lingayat monastery or muth in a hamlet on a
neighbouring hill. The monastery which is called Kadapadcha
muth, belongs to a Lingayat Swami or ascetic and is surrounded
by a stone wall.
In the middle of the monastery is a temple
of Siddheshwar including small shrines dedicated to Adkeshvar,
Chakreshvar, and Rudrapad with the sacred bull infront.^
Further description of Kaneri Muth will be presented later in
this chapter as the present head (pointiff) of this
monastery

* With the passage of time, Nimbargi Sampradaya is split
into two Sampradaya-Chimmad Sampradaya and Inchageri Sampradaya
due to temperamental and some other differences between the
founders of Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya. I could not find
out the exact date of the separation, perhaps this must have
occurred prior to the second decade of this century.

i^?

is initiated by Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj disciples of the saint of Umadi.
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DEVAR MIMBASGI

The original centre (Mulakshetra) of Nimbargi Sampradaya
is 'Sri Sadguru Samartha Guruling Jangam Maharajar Mandir,
Ramashram - Devar Nimbargi'.
Devar Nimbargi is about 18 miles to the west of Indi Road
railway station in Bijapur district. At this place, the saint
of Nimbargi lived and left his mortal coil.
The site of
earlier samadhi of Sri Nimbargi Maharaj is infront of Sri
Bhimaraya temple i.e., in the land on the bank of the stream
which belonged to the chieftain. Worshipping and other rituals
were being performed till the death of Malakappa Patil (the
chieftain). Soon after the death of Malakappa Patil, the aunt
and the widow of the chieftain put a Bundh (Oddu in Kannada)
and this caune in the way of devotional exercises of the
followers of the saint of Nimbargi at Devar Nimbargi.
Then
Sri. Moghe an official arranged for the extraction of the bones
of the saint of Nimbargi at the hands of the grandson of the
saint of Nimbargi and erected the Samadhi at the other bank of
the stream. Under the leadership of Sri Qurudev R.D. Ranade the disciple of the saint of Umadi of Inchageri Sampradaya a
small temple was built over the Brindavan of the saint.
Thereafter on the Samadhi, the phallic (Linga) was established.
After some time Babujirao Kotnis Maharaj of Chimmad Sampradaya
erected the Brindavan newly and on it were placed Samba's pindi
and Padukas. In the early 1970's or so Shikhar over the temple
was erected by the followers of Nimbargi Sampradaya.
The area of the temple is around 50 (L) X 25 (W) other
than Garbha Gudi. About 8 persons can sit for meditation in
the Gurbha Gudi.
Apart from Sri Sadguru Samartha Guruling Jangam Maharajar
Mandir, the followers and admirers of Nimbargi Sampradaya
usually visit ••
(i) Sri Bheemaraya temple :This temple is said to have
been built around 1480 A.D. by Dhanayi - a Kuruba woman.
In
this temple the saint of Nimbargi occasionally gave discourses
on
Pothi.
The interior portion of the temple consists of
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"Oaris" of Bilensiddha, Bhimabai, Raghunathacharya, Dhondubai,
and also rooms (where the saint of Uraadi used to camp) and the
Oari for keeping the Palaquin (Palaki).
(ii) The residential home of the Saint of Nimbargi :The
residential home of the saint of Nimbargi built towards the end
of his career. In this home earthen jars (Rahjan) used for
preparing indigo by the saint of Nimbargi who was Nilgar, the
box and cupboard to keep the ornaments, smoking pipe, a bag for
chewing the beetle nut, Neeranjan and other such things used by
the saint of Nimbargi are still shown.
(iii) The famous Chawadi - The saint of Nimbargi was once
detained in the Chawadi as we have noted elsewhere in the .3rd
chapter.
(iv) The well - Where once a cobra stood obstructing the
path of the saint of Nimbargi. The saint is said to have
meditated and the cobra did not do anything to the saint and
the saint of Nimbargi composed a song which states that 'Om
Ncun' would protect.
(v) The wada of Gowdati of Devar Nimbargi.
(vi) Sri Prabhakar Maharaj's Samadhi.
Two Cement concrete bath rooms and one hall adjoining the
Mandir of about 400 sq. feet are recently constructed.
There
is tap water connection from the water tank. This centre is
still in making and has passed through the leadership of
charismatic
(the
saint
of
Nimbargi),
traditional-cumcharismatic (some close relatives of the saint of Nimbargi have
become the spiritual teachers) and now a trust (rational-legal)
has been formed wherein one of the close relatives of the saint
of Nimbargi is a trustee and who is also a spiritual teacher.
Sri Sadguru Samartha Vishwaguru Gurulingjangam Maharajar
Trust committee, Devar Nimbargi (Register No. A 1825 Bijapur
123J/ 29-89) has been formed with a view to provide amenities
for the Sadhakas and to spread the message of the saint of
Nimbargi. As on 14/05/1991 the following persons were there in
the Trust. Some details about the Trustees are also given in
Table No.-l.
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From the Table No. l a few conclusions can be drawn
the trust which has been formed in 1989.
All
the members including Chairman,
Secretary and Joint secretary are males.

Vice

about

Chairman,

Five members come under the age group of 40-50, 2 from 5060, 2 from 60-70 and three 70 and above.
All the trustees are married. All
literates and have working knowledge of
Marathi.

the trustees
both Kannada

are
and

Among the trustees, four are farmers, three are teachers,
two
are weavers, one is doctor, one is merchant, and one is
chieftain or head of the village. Of the four farmers one is a
Sarpanch. This Mandir does not have any active connection with
any political party but one of the trustees is a chief of the
village and the other is a Sarpanch.
No trustee is from low-class. Of the twelve members, one
is shimpi and one is Maratha and 10 are Lingayats (5 Jyads, 2Kudaokkaligas,
2 Neelawanis- relatives of the saint
of
Nimbargi, 1 is Jangam).
11 trustees are from Rural Karnataka and one is from urban
Maharashtra.
No authentic information is available about 4 members
initiation but two are not initiated and six others are
initiated into Nimbargi sampradaya. Of the six, one
is
initiated by Sri Amburao Maharaj and the other by Sri Gurudev
Ranade.
This trust does not run any
Hospitals, Schools, Library etc.,

other

institutions

like

This trust has not yet published any journal or book
its own but other centres have published pictorial history
Nimbargi Sampradaya and Maharajarawar Vachanagalu etc.,

on
of

No systematic record concerning economic basis of the
Mandir has been kept. It has, however, been published on the
pamplet (invitation card to 106th Jayanti of the saint of
Nimbargi) that one can get receipt by paying money to the
•LSI

secretary or he can remit the amount by M.T. or can credit
same to S.B. A/C No. 1199 Syndicate Bank.

the

In places like Solapur some disciples of Nimbal centre
collect the amount for Nimbal centre and the same will be spent
for the construction, publication and other such purposes of
Nimbargi centre.
One of the trustees is said to have purchased the field
behind the Mandir of about 2 acres and 24 Gunthas with a view
to help the centre.
One trustee who is a close relative of the saint of
Nimbargi time and again expresses his views in speeches and
informal talks at different centres that the followers of
Nimbargi Sampradaya should water the root i.e., Nimbargi.
Inchageri, Chimmad, Nimbal etc., are its branches and leaves.
If the root of Nimbargi Sampradaya is well taken
care of,
there is no fear of withering leaves and branches. However,
some hesitate to donate money, for the fear that the money
donated may be misappropriated.
At present daily programmes conducted at the centre
follows :
Early Morning
2) 12 Noon
3) 6 p.m.
1)

-

are

as

Kakadarati.
Bhajan and Arati.
Bara Abhanga of Tukaram

1. Chaltra Saptaha
It takes place for five days. On the last day nearly 1000
disciples gather from the neighbouring villages and cities of
Maharashtra and Karnataka.
However the villages of Devar
Nimbargi do not actively participate in the programme (special
or daily). One of the trustees has informed me that nearly 4-5
disciples take part in daily programme and those Sadhakas who
occasionally visit do take part. The reason for this kind of
indifference on the part of villagers of Devar Nimbargi is not
known. But the saint of Nimbargi himself is said to have made
this statement. "The light of lamp spreads all around but not
beneath the lamp".
1^3

The
invitation
for 106th Punyatithi
Saptaha
from
24/03/1991 to 28/03/1991 gives the following description.
1. The Saptaha will be started on 24/03/1991 at 9 A.M.
Pravachana
is by Sri Sadguru Samartha
Gurulingappa
Managalwedhe Maharaj Devar Nimbargi.

and
B.

2. On 25/03/1991 at 9 A.M. Pravachana will be by Sri S.
Ramanna Athani - Nimbal Ashram.

S.

3. On 26/03/1991 at 9 A.M. the Pravachana will be by Sri
S. More Maharaj Yallatti.

S.

4.

On 27/03/1991 at 9 A.M. there will be Pravachana
by
Sri Ganapatrao Maharaj Kannur. On 27^" evening there will be
car festival (Rathotsava under the presidentship of
Sri
Ganapatrao Maharaj.
5. Throwing of flowers ceremonially will take place at the
Gadduge of Vishwaguru Gurulingjangam Maharaj on 28/03/1991 at
12 noon.
The above Saptaha indicates that this centre is in close
touch with some of the leaders of Nimbal Ashram, Yallatti
Ashram, and Shanti Kuteer Ashram of Nimbargi Sampradaya.

2. Shravana Saptaha
Shravana Saptaha lasts for one month from Pratipade to
Amavasya. Nearly 100 - 200 disciples gather on the last day.

3.

Marga Shirsha Saptaha

It lasts for 3 days. But for the convenience of the
Sadhakas it was celebrated from 14/11/1991 to 16/11/1991 for 3
days. Some 50 to 60 Sadhakas, about 30 ladies and 20 gents
participated in it. Most of the Sadhakas were Brahmins except
one Lingayat and one Maratha who come under the age group of 40
- 75. The programmes were Kakadarati, Trikal Bhajan,
Trikal
Namasmarana. Food and tea were prepared in the neighbouring
garden and all were sitting for food there only. This was all
excellently arranged by the newly formed trust. Each Sadhaka
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has paid Rs. 50/- to the trustees for the expenses
made.

that

they

No convenient bus is available from Solapur and Bijapur to
go to Devar Nimbargi and to return from it. Lady disciples are
badly in need of lavatories for them. This centre is still
in
making stage. Formerly disciples used to organize the Saptaha
by making their own arrangements in the form of food, tea,
tiffin, Prasad or had to approach the relatives of the Saint of
Nimbargi.
Followers of both Chimmad and Inchageri
Sampradaya
have taken keen interest in the development of Devar Nimbargi
centre as it is a Mula Kshetra of Nimbargi Sampradaya.

THE CENTRES Of CHIttlAD

SAMPRADAYA

Chimmad Sampradaya has two important centres : (i) Sri
Raghunath Priya Sadhu Maharaj muth (the original centre or
Mulakshetra of Chimmad Sampradaya) founded by Sri Ramchandra
Antanjipant
Huddar/Rambhau Yargattikar/Chimmad
Maharaj
at
Chimmad;
(ii) Kaivalya Dham (the main centre of Chimmad
Saimpradaya) founded under the influence of Tatya Saheb Kotnis
Maharaj at Sangli.

CXg29-]l979>

W?TH-C«HtlAP

Chimmad
is a village in Bombay Karnataka and it is 15
miles Southwest of Jamkhandi
- a Taluk place in the district
of Bijapur. S. T. Buses from Miraj, Sangli, and Kolhapur to
Bagalkot go via Chimmad.
No definite date can be given with respect to the
establishment of Sri Raghunath Priya Sadhu Maharaj muth or
popularly called Chimmad muth. But this has been
constructed
soon after the demise of Sri Raghurath Priya Sadhu Maharaj in
1879 - a Dravid Brahmin from Andhra Pradesh and a disciple of
the saint of Nimbargi. Sadhubua came in close contact with Sri
Rambhau Yargattikar
(1833 - 1891) at Umadi. Sri Yargattikar
soon after completion of his Mulki examination started
serving
in Umadi and Jat and other surrounding places. Sri Raghunath
Priya Sadhubua took Sri Rambhau Yargattikar (who was working
in subordinated judge court and Jat sansthan) to the saint of
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Nimbargi and at the instance of the saint
Sadhubua initiated Sri Rambhau Yargattikar.

of

Nimbargi, Sri

Once the saint of Nimbargi went to Chimmad along with his
fostered daughter Mahalaxmi Yogini Akka (1847 - 1897). In an
open space (Smashan Bhoomi) at Chimmad, the saint of Nimbargi
lit the camphor and asked Laxmibai Akka to add some camphor to
'Arati'. When Laxmibai Akka asked the saint the purpose of
burning the camphor the saint replied, "There shall be a
Saimadhi of one Sadhu Purusha and by its side, there shall be a
muth which shall be established by one Satpurusha and thus you
will be required to stay there after sometime".
Sri Sadhubua in the later part of his life lived at the
residence of Sri Gurappa Aurasang and left his mortal coil
there itself i.e., in 1879 during the life time of his
spiritual teacher.
When Sadhubua expressed his desire to
breathe his last in 1878, the mother of Sri Aurasang wept and
begged for 'Saguna Roopa Darshana'. The shadow (chaya) of Sri
Sadhubua has been impressioned on one of the walls of the
residence of Sri Gurappa Aurasang which can be seen there till
date.2
Some disciples requested Sadhubua to guide them on pathway
to God just before
his Niryana. Sadhubua
directed his
disciples to bring Sri Yargattikar Maharaj (1833 - 1891) from
Vite to Chimmad. Sri Yargattikar Maharaj returned to Chimmad
after resigning his government service and also seeking the
permission of the saint of Nimbargi to settle down at Chimmad
by coustructing 'Parnakutir'.
While constructing the foundation for the temple of
Sadhubua, Sri Yaragattikar Maharaj discovered a pure water
spring and thus the well was constructed. This is known as
'Tapanashi'. At the instance of the saint of Nimbargi a small
temple was built at the centre of Tapanashi, where in the
Padukas of Sadhubua, the Pindi of Sri Nimbargi Maharaj and the
arrow (Baan) of Kadasiddha were established in 1881 by Chimmad
Maharaj.
The water in Tapanashi is said to be
sweet,
digestive, and of great medicinal value.
At Chimmad Muth, Chimmad Maharaj started Kakadarati (which
is sung early in the morning), worshippings, pravachanas, pothi
vachan in the morning, 'Dhooparati' in the evening, and at
night 'Panchapadi'. This was the daily programme.
On every
15'fc

night of 'Shravana Somavara','Palaki Utsava' was celebrated.
Sri Yargattikar Maharaj started Saptaha from 'Chaitra Suddha
Pratipade' to 'Chaitra Suddha Tritiya' - for three days. At the
instance of the saint of Nimbargi, 'Rathotsava' (car festival)
was celebrated from 'Ashwin Vadya'- 12 (Gurudvadashi) to 'Kartik
Shuddha' 5
(Pandava Panchami). Kakadarati,
Bhopali, Deva
Pooja were celebrated.
Thereafter 'Daabodha' recitation,
Bhajan, Kirtan etc., were performed. Palaki utsava of Sri
Sadhubua, Panchapadi, Shejarati were performed. Around 4 P.M.
car festival of Sri Sadhubua was celebrated and Laiit was
performed.
Soon after Niryana of the saint of Nimbargi, Laxmibai Akka
(Maratha by caste) came to Chimmad Muth as a spiritual sister
(Gurubhagini) of the saint of Chimmad (Deshastha Brahmin) and
settled down there.
Three sons of Yargattikar Maharaj were Daji Saheb, Narayan
Rao, and Uddhavarawaji Maharaj.
Dajisaheb (1888 - 1900) got
initiated by Sri Bhimanna Maharaj (Son of the saint of
Nimbargi). Daji saheb became Mathadipati (head of the muth) in
1897 but he soon left his mortal coil in 1900. Daji Saheb was
given in marriage the daughter of Kotnis Maharaj the
Vaishnava
Brahmin and the disciple of Chimmad
Maharaj.
Kallawa - the daughter of Kotnis Maharaj was about 3 years
old when she was given in marriage. Sri Narayanrao Maharaj
(1885-1963) was initiated by Balawantrao - Son of the brother
of saint of Chimmad.
Narayanrao initiated Sri Madhavrao
Ukidave at the instance of Mai Saheb/Sitabai/widow of Chimmad
Maharaj.
Maisaheb started initiating on the death of Laxmibai Akka.
Mama Maharaj Kelkar - the disciple of Narayanrao Maharaj,
started initiating at the instance of Maisheb. Mamasaheb Kelkar
performed Kirtana after the demise of Sri Kotnis Maharaj for
over 38 years at Sangli.
Uddhavarao Maharaj (1889 ? - 1932) - got married to the
daughter of Kotnis Maharaj's brother-in-law's daughter in the
year 1908 and he died in the year 1932 at Chimmad (Wamanrao's
son married Yargattikar Maharaj's daughter). Wamanrao is the
paternal uncle of Kotnis Maharaj. There was some hole in the
ear of Sri Uddhavarao Maharaj and hence he was called Kanphatya
the Avatar (incarnation) of Goraksha Nath. At the instance
of Laxmibai Akka Sri Sadguru Shivarambua Brahmachari initiated
157

Kanpathya. Shivarambua was the disciple of Chimmad Maharaj and
he was appointed in the Muth to perform rituals there and he
remained a bachelor life long.
There are two banyantrees (Vatvrikshas) at the entrance
(Praveshdwar) of Chimmad Muth. There is a Vatavriksha at Dahan
Bhoomi of Sadhubua Maharaj and Audumbara Vrikshas at Dahan
Bhoomis of Chimmad Maharaj, Laxmibai Akka, Dajiba Maharaj, and
Uddhavarao Maharaj, and some others.
Behind Tapanashi, there are Samadhis of Sri Sadguru Daji
Saheb Maharaj, Sri Ramachandrarao Yargattikar and Sri Laxmibai
Akka, Uddhavarao Maharaj and of some others.
The overall area of Chimmad muth is around 20 acres, of
which 18 acres consisting of trees and fields etc., while the
remaining 2 acres of land consists of muth, Dharmashala and
Tapanashi and other such buildings as per the oral information
given to me at Chimmad muth on 07/01/1991. In brief, it is
having a very large area of about 18 acres and the place for
accommodation is about 2 acres of land.
The present head of the Chimmad Muth is Sri Vishwanath
Narayan Yaragattikar Maharaj - the second son of Narayanrao
Maharaj. This head was born at Chimmad and was about 65 years
old when I visited Chimmad on 07/01/91. He is a Deshastha
Brahmin.
He is married and has issues. This Maharaj has had
his education upto the 7th standard in Marathi. Marathi is his
mother - tongue. He knows Kannada, Hindi and English as well.
This Chimmad Muth does not run any other institutions like
Hospitals, Schools and Colleges or Library.
In the Muth Padukas of Chimmad Maharaj and Utsavamurti of
Sri Sadhubua and Rath (car) are placed. Sri Tatyasaheb Kotnis
Maharaj has rendered his help in the renovation work of the
muth and Dharma-shala and has gifted a new car (Ruth) to
Chimmad muth.
If we intimate the muth and seek its permission well in
advance lodging and boarding arrangements can be made for a
couple of days or so.
A
Trust has not been formed and
charismatic
and
traditional authority/leadership go hand in hand. There is no
15?

importance to Samuhika Namasmarana and authority to initiate is
mostly traditional and is indicated symbolically by handing
over of coconut. The present head of Chimmad muth is said to
have initiated some 2000 persons so far and no aunthentic
record of the initiated is maintained there. The present head
performs kirtana on some occasions.
This muth has published some books like (i) Sanmarga Deep
(ii) Narayan Shishya Prabodh Part-I and Part-II (Bharatiya Atma
Vidya).
The daily programme in the muth is as follows :
1.
2.
3.
4.

4 A.M.
7 A.M.
7 - 1 5 P.M.
8 P.M.

Kakadarati
Pooja and Gurucharitra Vachan
Karunashtak
Bhajan (Composed and selected by
Chimmad Maharaj)

Panchapadi is a distinctive feature of Chimmad Sampradaya
and it is composed of five songs. These five songs lay stress
upon Guru (the spiritual teacher) and his greatness, grace. In
the initial days of Inchageri Sampradaya Panchapadi was sung.
Ekantik and not Samuhik Namsmarana is stressed.
On every Monday night Palaki ustsava is held.

SOCIAL FROGRAMMSS
1.

Sadhubua Maharaja's Aradhane :-

This festival is held from Chaitra Shuddha Pratipade to
Chaitra Shuddha Tritiya. Disciples mostly from
Karnataka
(Bangalore, Hubli), Hyderabad, Maharashtra take part and a vast
majority of them are Brahmins though the doors of the muth are
kept open to one and all irrespective of caste, class, creed,
religion, age, sex. A few muslim disciples and admirers also
take part in the Aradhane. It lasts for 3 days in which about
100 disciples participate.
2.
Sri Guruling Jangam Maharaj Utsava :- It lasts for 3
(Chaitra Suddha Dwadashi)
3.

Laxmibai Akka Ashwin shudda

days

:- Tritiya lasts for 3 days.

4.
Ramachandrarao Maharaj :- Marga Shuddha Ekadashi. It lasts
for 3 days.
5.
Narayanarao Ramachandrarao Yaragattikar :- Magha Shuddha
Dashami - It lasts for 3 days in which nearly 500 people
participate.
6. Sadhu Maharajar Rathotsava :- Lasts for 10 days from Adhik
Vadya 12 Gurudwadashi to Kartik Shuddha 5 Pandava Panchami.
Daily some 400 people take part and on last day 3 to 4 thousand
people take part in Kirtana, Bhajan etc.,
Palakis arrive from
various places like Umadi.
Chimmad
muth
political party.

has

no

political

connection

with

any

Disciples and admirers of the muth donate something either
in the form of cash or kind or both voluntarily and the scune is
spent on sadhakas themselves and the head of the muth does not
accept anything from Sadhakas. There seems to
be no water
problem and also food problem for sadhakas.
Raghunathpriya Maharaj has initiated both the founders of
Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya at the instance of the saint
of Nimbargi and hence Sadhubua serves as a link between
Inchageri and Chimmad Sampradaya.
There is some spiritual link between Chimmad and Nimbargi
centre for the son of the saint of Nimbargi has initiated
Dajisaheb.
Laxmibai Akka informs elsewhere to Kotnis Maharaj that
the saints of Nimbargi, Raghunath Priya Maharaj, and Chimmad
are incarnations of Tukaram, Ramadas Swami, Jnaneshwar/Ekanath
respectively.
Uddhavarao is considered to be an Avatar of
Gorakshanath (Kanphatya). VHien Kotnis Maharaj asked her about
her incarnation she kept quiet for sometime and then replied
that everybody (Jiva) is an Avatar of God (Iswar), but that is
to be realized by Guru's grace.
It is for this reason she has
visited places like Alandi, Sajjangad, Dehu etc., in the
company of Kotnis maharaj and others.
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4. KAIVALYA DHAM- SANGLI
'Kaivalya Dham' Sangli is the only main centre of Chimmad
Sampradaya. Sangli is a District place in Maharashtra.
The founder of "Kaivalya Dham" centre is Tatya Saheb
Kotnis/ Sri sadguru Hanumant Kotnis Maharaj (1864- 1924). But
the founder of "Kaivalya Dham" was not alive to see this centre
as it was started in 1939.
Tyata Saheb Kotnis was born in Vaishnava Brahmin family at
Terdal (rural area in Bombay Karnataka) and lost his father in
his early childhood. Tyata Saheb was brought up by his paternal
uncle at Mudhol. His well-wisher Mujumdar - the judge was
instrumental in making him advocate and taking him to the Saint
of Chimmad as Tyatasaheb had spiritual inclination and was fed
up with jealousy of people over his promotions, failures in the
examination for Advocate.
Nimbargi Sampradaya has a leaning towards
Advaita but
Tyatasaheb's family was having the influence of Dwaita
School
of Sri Madhavacharya and hence Tytasaheb started practising
rituals and Namsmarana of Chimmad tradition only during night
time in secrecy. But this secret practice did not last longer
and the uncle of Kotnis Maharaj (Sri Wamanrao) made an enquiry
of his Guru. Sri Wamanrao soon realized after meeting Chimmad
Maharaj that he would not be able to see Gayatri with the help
of Gayatri Mantra imparted to him at the time of threading
ceremony and becaime the disciple of Chimmad Maharaj.
Some
people belonging to his sub-caste (Madhwa Brahmins) did not
like Tyata Saheb's leaning towards Chimmad Sampradaya because
of its Advaitic (Monistic) philosophy which is opposed to
Dualistic philosophy of Madhavacharya. Once the Swamiji of
Madhva
Sampradaya gave Tyatasaheb Mudras and
Tyatasaheb
received them willingly as he had no intention to enter with
Swamiji in futile philosophical argument.
Though Tyata Saheb was initiated in 1886 he settled down
at Sangli permanently only by 1900 A.D. and started Sankirtana
regularly there. His last Kirtana was on 27th January 1924. It
is interesting to learn that Radhabai Limaye - the lady
disciple of the saint of Umadi and Prof. R.D. Ranade - the
disciple of saint of Umadi had the privilege of listening to
Tyata
Saheb's Kirtanas. Prof. R. D. Ranade
had written
"Foreword" to one of the books of Sri Kotnis Maharaj.

Sri Kotnis Maharaj has started initiating with
the
permission of Chimmad muth and this indicates that Chimmad muth
has some kind of authority over Kaivalya Dham and
Kotnis
Maharaj. Sri Kotnis Maharaj has been described as Adhunic
(modern) Ekanath by Prof. R.D. Ranade because of Kirtana
performance by Kotnis Maharaj.
Raghunathrao/ Baburao/ Dadasaheb (1899 - 1973) - the son
of Tyatasaheb was initiated by his own father when Baburao was
16 years old. Baburao was instrumental in publishing various
books and started Kaivalya Grantha Mala and got constructed
Kaivalya Dham at Sangli on 6th January 1939. He got married
second time after the death of his first wife. He had initiated
a few disciples.
In main Darshani Devasthan of Kaivalya Dham, there are the
Padukas of the saint of Nimbargi, Chimmad Maharaj and Tyata
Saheb Kotnis Maharaj. Khadavas of Chimmad Maharaj presented to
Tyatasaheb and Smarak Vastu of Sri Nimbargi Maharaj are at the
base. One can see "Trimurti Samadhi" in the hall of Kaivalya
Dham. Threshold near the Samadhi is made up of Vatavriksha of
Dahan Bhoomi of Sadhu Maharaj. There are about 150 photos of
the saints. The first floor of Kaivalya Dham has a personal
library of 5 to 6 thousand books and Maharashtra Sasan has
given first award to it. One can get the books for reading
there only and not outside. There is also a Museum mostly
consisting of things which were in daily use of Kotnis Maharaj
and a piece of bread of jowar handed over to Kotnis Maharaj by
Laxmibai Akka some 80 years ago.
The total area of 'Kaivalya Dham' is around 80' L X 100
W and sacred place is about 60 L X 80
W including the
residence.
The present head and owner of the'Kaivalya Dham' is Sri
Gurunathji who was born at Sangli and as on 03/01/1991 his age
was 47. He is married and has issues. He is the grandson of
Sri Kotnis Maharaj and is a Vaishnava Brahmin. He has passed
Matriculation and is a diploma holder in Homeopathy.
His
mother-tongue is Marathi and he knows Hindi, English and has a
little knowledge of Kannada.
The question of forming the trust has not arisen as the
present head is the owner of Kaivalya Dham and he is a young
spiritual teacher as well. He is authorised to initiate as per

the Chimmad tradition.
He has not kept any record of the
number of initiated and is said to have initiated about 900
persons so far. He has received the power to initiate from Sri
Narayanrao Maharaj.
On
5th Jan. 1992 when I revisited kaivalya
Dham,
Gurunathji informed me inspite of his busy schedule that those
who are on peetha at the time of their death or before nominate
the person to grant him the power of initiation. This is the
original practice of Nimbargi Sampradaya and Sri Gurunathji has
been granted this power by Sri Narayanrao Maharaj and that this
original practice of initiating has been neglected in many
centres
of Nimbargi Sampradaya.
Many centres
of
this
Scunpradaya have modified this original practice according to
their own whims and fancies. The present head of Kaivalya Dham
gives only one Nam which he claims to be Sabij Nam without
making any change in it. The practice of initiating at Samadhi
according to this spiritual leader is not of Sabij type.
In
several centres of Nimbargi Sampradaya people do not attach
much importance to meditation these days. The saint of Umadi
was a person of great attainment in spiritual world but his
propogandistic and other such activities were not upto the
liking
of
Chimmad Maharaj.
The practice
of
Samuhika
Ncunasmarana and a different Bhajan system have caused damage to
the original spirit of Nimbargi sampradaya. Only the Chimmad
Maharaj was entrusted with the power of initiation by the saint
of Nimbargi.
The daily programmes in Kaivalya Dham are as follows :
1. 4 A.M.

2. 12

to

6-30 A.M. - Kakadarati and prabhat pooja
which 10-15 persons participate.

Noon

in

- Arati and Naivedye in which 10-15
persons participate.

3. 5 P.M.

to

6 P.M.

-

4. 6 P.M.

to

7-30 P.M. - 1939 onwards at Kaivalya Dham
without break Kirtana is going on daily.
If the present leader is not there,
somebody
else will perform
Kirtana.
Nearly 250 - 300 people attend Kirtana
and on Ekadasi (fasting day) nearly 500
persons attend.
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Pothi Vachan.

5. 8P.M.

to

9P.M.

- Panchapadi and Sejarati in
10 - 15 persons participate.

which

On every Shravan Monday Palaki Utsava takes place.

gPECIAI, PRQQUAHHBS
1. Raghunathpriya Sadhu Maharaj
Aradhana
Chaitra
Shuddha tritiya-3 days. Nearly 50 persons participate.
2. Sri Gurulingjangam Maharaj's Utsav Chaitra Shuddha
Dwadashi for 3 days in which nearly 50 persons participate.
3. R2unachandrao Maharaj Yargattikar utsava - Margashirsha
Shuddha Ekadashi for 3 days in which nearly 50
people
participate.
4. Laxmibai Akka Maharaj Ashwin Shuddha Tritiya lasts
3 days in which nearly 50 people participate.
5. Baburao Dasoh - Bhadrapada Shuddha
days and nearly 50 persons participate.

for

tritiya lasts for 3

6. Laxmibai Kotnis - Jeshta Vadya Panchami lasts for 3
days in which nearly 50 persons participate.
7. Hanumantrao Kotnis
Punyatithi - (It lasts
5 days
Poushya Vadya Shashti) in which nearly 2000 people participate
and on the last day 4000 people participate.
8. Hanumantrao Kotnis Maharaj's Jayanti-Kartik Shuddha
Ashtami and it lasts for 3 days and daily 300 - 500 people
participate.
9. Ram Navami Kirtana- 800 - 900 people attend Kirtana.
10. Hanuman Jayanti- For morning Kirtana nealy
attend.
11. Datta Jayanti Kirtana.

Nearly

200

people

400 - 500 people attend morning

Kaivalya Dhama has published nearly 14 books like kaivalya
Purusha Khanda pahila and Dusara, Kaivalya Vidhi, Kaivalya
Prasad, Kaivalya Kunj, Kaivalya Sankirtana, Kaivalya Marga,
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Sangaliche Saint Tilak Srimat Kotnis Maharaj Yanche
are for sale. It does not publish any journal.

Charitra

The present head of Kaivalya Dham has expressed his desire
to publish the book on Abhahngas composed by Kotnis Maharaj
accompanied by the colorful pictures drawn by him of spiritual
experiences.
The coloured pictures of spiritual experiences
drawn by Sri Kotnis Maharaj were seen by Dr. S Radhakrishnan.
For want of money the matter of publishing the pictures has
been deferred for the time being.
The present head does not perform Kirtana with
intention of making money and he begs money from none.
present head has no idea of expanding ' Kaivalya Dham' but
maintain the same.
In the days of inflation painting
repairing charges are too high. He has to meet all
expenses of Kaivalya Dham.
Kaivalya Dham has no active connection with any
party.

the
The
to
and
the

political

IHCHAGERT SAMFRAPAYA
Inchageri Sampradaya has been founded by the saint of
Umadi and it has two original centres (Mulakshetra)
viz.
i) Umadi ii) Inchageri. Inchageri Sampradaya has several main
centres and sub-centres. Some main centres of
Inchageri
Sampradaya are at i) Yallatti, (ii) Nimbal, (iii) Jat,
(iv)
Solapur,
(v) Bijapur,
(vi) Kannur, and
(vii)
Basavan
Bagewadi.

5. DHYAN M^wpTT^/^^^ns^HieB MAHARAJA'S MDTH. DMADI
Umadi is the birth place of the saint of Umadi/ Sri
Venkatesh Khanderao Deshpande/Sri Bhausaheb Maharaj Umadikar
(1843 - 1914). The
saint of Umadi was initiated by Sri
Sadhubua at the instance of the saint of Nimbargi.
Umadi is a village in Jat taluk of Sangli district in
Maharashtra.
Road leading to Umadi from Chadachan is not in
good condition and it is almost impossible to travel by vehicle
during rainy season. Chadachan is a village in Indi taluk on
the Bijapur - Pandharpur road and is about 19 miles from Indi
railway station.
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Name of the centre that is dedicated
at Umadi is the Dhyan Mandir or Bhausaheb
centre has been renovated by Prof. R. D.
of the saint of Umadi, but no exact year
of this centre could be given.

to the saint of Umadi
Maharaj's muth. This
Ranade - the disciple
of the establishment

Dhyan mandir at Umadi (30 L X 30 W approximately) is
attached to Deshpandewada where Saptahas were celebrated during
the life time of the saint of Umadi.
The Deshpandewada at
Umadi is not in a good condition and a portion of it has
already fallen.
The photo of Sri Bhausaheb Maharaj Umadikar and his
padukas are placed in Dhyan mandir - Umadi on 14/10/1957. The
idols of Sri Vittal and Rakhumabai are also placed in Dhyan
Mandir.
On 01/11/1958 Sri Gurudev Vachanalaya (Library) was opened
at Umadi and some books were donated by some prominent persons
of Chimmad Sampradaya. The object of establishing the library
was to give opportunities to devotees to go through the books
and journals of spiritual significance. I am told that this
library
has
ceased
to function owing
to
the
total
mismanagement. This library was established as a result of the
efforts of Sri Rangarao Kulkarni B.Sc, Retired Head Master and
Dr. Bhosle.
At Umadi there is a Maruti temple which was worshipped by
the saint of Umadi during his Childhood. sadhubua who lived at
Umadi for some years used to salute the saint of Umadi and
appreciate the devotion of the saint of Umadi. Sri Sadhubua
initiated the saint of Umadi, when he was 15 years old in 1858
at the instance of the saint of Nimbargi.
The saints of
Nimbargi and Umadi who belonged to Lingayat and Deshastha
Brahmin castes respectively were described by Prof. R.D. Ranade
as pratyaksha Jnaneshwar and Tukaraun.
For having made a
Lingayat Guru - the saint of Umadi faced the opposition both
from family members and outside the family. But the saint of
Umadi tolerated this as he regarded the saint of Nimbargi as an
Avatar of Narayana who has brought Nam from heaven.
God has
taken the form of Ram, Krishna and Nimbargi Maharaj.
A slab has been constructed by the disciples over
mandir recently. Two persons look after this mandir,
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Dhyan

1. One is the grandson of Sri Bhausaheb Maharaj's
elder
brother.
He is the resident of Umadi Deshpande wada.
His
birth place is Umadi and is about 75 years old. He has passed
7th standard examination and his mother-tongue is Kannada and
he knows Marathi and Hindi. He is not yet initiated into
Nimbargi Sampradaya but an admirer of the saint of Umadi and is
a retired teacher and belongs to low class. He is married.
2.
The priest of Dhyan mandir is about 70 years old.
is Lingayat and married. His mother -tongue is Kannada but
knows Marathi and is literate.

He
he

When I visited this Mandir, it was kept clean and when
some others and I offered some money, the grandson of the
saint of Umadi directed immediately one boy to bring oil and
Dhoopa of that amount from the shop.
At
present, following
Dhyanmandir -Umadi.

are

the

daily

programmes

at

1. Worshipping : On Thursday around 12 people gather.
On
Ekadashi, the number of devotees will be more and the number of
lady disciples is more on Ekadashi.
2.
Bhajan of Inchageri Sampradaya (composed and selected
by Dr. R. D. Ranade and published in Nityaneroavali at the
instance of the saint of Umadi around 1910) is performed twiceonce in the morning and second time in the evening.
Those who intend to sit for meditation may do so at
mandir Umadi.

Dhyan

SPECIAL FROgRAMHSg
1. Sri Raghunath Priya Sadhu Maharaj's
Punyatithi Saptah
is
celebrated from Chaitra Shuddha Pratipade to Tritiya for
3 days. This Saptah is not performed now due to financial
difficulties and old age of the present head. In "Jeevan Gange"
we have clear evidence that this Saptah was held when the saint
of Umadi was alive at Umadi.
2.
For five days from Ashwin Vadya 1 to Panchami, the
Saptah is conducted in connection with the establishment of
Padukas at Mandir. On the last day flowers are offered and
Prasad is distributed.
\G7

But the Saptah has been reduced to only one day, for
above stated reasons i.e. on Ashwin Vadya Panchami. About
people participate in the Saptah.

the
150

3. Shravana Saptah is celebrated for one month. On last
day 150 disciples gather. In this Saptah a lot of importance is
given to meditation. This is also known as Nam Saptah. Prasad
is distributed to some 150 disciples. Some visitors arrive
unexpectedly also.

6. Sfil £ 2 M ^ A INCHAGERI WSB
Sri Kshetra Inchageri muth has the Samadhis of the saints
of Nimbargi, Umadi and Sri Amburao Maharaj, Sri Giri Malleshwar
Maharaj, Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj and the Samadhis of the
two disciples of Sri Giri Malleshwar Maharaj, viz; i) Sri Shiva
Prabhu Maharaj, (ii) Sri Madhavananad Maharaj and the shrine
dedicated to Chohkamela (an untouchable saint) to the East of
the muth and the Dahan Bhoomis of the saint of Umadi, and Sri
Amburao Maharaj.
As per the oral information given to me at Inchageri
during my second visit on 31st. of December 1991, Sri Kshetra
Inchageri muth has in all 254 acres of land at Inchageri of
which
27 acres of land consists of Samadhis and other
buildings. Goshala is about 8 acres. Undoubtedly it is a very
vast institution with complex organization and is considered
Mulakshetra (the original centre) of Inchageri Sampradaya
established by the saint of Umadi.
Inchageri is a village situated on the Bijapur- Solapur
road and is six miles from Horti. There
are hills round
about. About 1000 acres in the neighborhood of this place have
been earmarked for afforestation. Horti is a village about 12
miles South-West of Indi. Indi is the headquarters of Indi
Taluk and Sub-Division. It is three and half miles South-East
of Indi road - railway station.
Now let me turn towards the establishment and
of Sri Kshetra Inchageri muth.

development

After the demise of the saint of Nimbargi, the saint
Umadi started three saptahas in a year (the first two
Nimbargi and the third one at Umadi).
i6S

of
at

1. Nimbargi Maharaja's Punyatithi
shuddha 9 to Chaitra Shuddha 13 for
Nimbargi.

saptah from Chaitra
five days at Devar

2. Guru Poornima Saptah from Margasheersha Shuddha 9 to 15
for 7 days at Devar Nimbargi.
3.

Shravan Saptah for one month at Umadi.

From
Nimbargi.

1885 - 1900 Sadhan Saptah went on smoothly at

Devar

Elsewhere it has been mentioned that the Samadhi of
Nimbargi Maharaj was constructed in the fields and the Bundh
was built by the widow of the chieftain by 1900 and this came
in the way of conducting Saptahas at Devar Nimbargi. Some went
to the court against those who have committed sacrilege of the
Samadhi and in order to protect the opponents the saint of
Umadi went on fasting for 12 days and the case was withdrawn.
Sri Rambhav Tikotikar was there at the service of the saint of
Umadi.
Next two years Saptahas were celebrated at Inchageri and
Punyatithi of Sadhubua was celebrated at Umadi.
In 1903
Shravan Saptah was celebrated at Koudeppa's muth at Inchageri.
Shravana Saptah during the life time of the saint of Umadi
was very strict.
Early morning
6 A.M. to

-

3 P.M. -

Kakadarati.
Meditation in the company of Sadhakas
and silence was observed some
lines/
verses
form
Jnaneswari,
Ekanathi Bhagawat, Bhakti
vijaya,
Dasbodh, ManoBodh and Pothi
were
recited and in between one devotional
song either from Kannada or Marathi
was sung. Some symbolic names were
used to test whether Sadhaka was
alert or not. If the answer, for
instance "Hara, Hara' was not given,
all used to say usually Govinda.
Jaggery/Pedha
was given to
each
sadahaka during meditation hours.
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After noon

-

Pravachana and Arati.

Night

-

Night Bhajan.

It is a conviction that if the Sadhakas
participate in
Shravana Saptah they would derive some spiritual benefit.
The
saint of Umadi during 'Sharavana Saptah' used to take only
Kharik (a kind of dry fruit) and 1/4 Ser milk.
In 1910 the bones of Nimbargi Maharaj were removed from
the early Samadhi by his grandson and Sri Moghe Saheb (an
important officer) established samdhi at Devar Nimbargi.
A
temple was built at Devar Nimbargi in 1927 and the phallic in
the year 1929.
Sri Annappa Kulkarni (son of the sister of Sri Amburao
Maharaj) offered the field to build a Scimadhi of the saint of
Nimbargi and to establish a muth there.
There was some
Drishtanta (spiritual message) for the saint of Umadi that he
need not worry over the Bundh at Devar Nimbargi but that he
should take a handful of mud from his original Samadhi and
build a Samadhi wherever he likes and there shall be glory.
The document for this purpose was ready though on 21/09/1909
the Samadhi of the saint of Nimbargi was constructed on Chaitra
Shuddha 9, 1903 in a place full of termeric and lemon trees.
This was also said to be a place of disembodied spirits.
Using ordinary stone the Katta of the saint of Nimbargi at
Inchageri was built and then Shivalinga was established over
the Katta which was in Sri Annappa's home. In 1904, the Katta
was rebuilt by Kated Kallu (a particular kind of stone) and on
it was placed a different Shivalinga.
In 1 9 1 1 - 1912 for the third time Katta of the Samadhi
was built. In the mean time a temple was constructed over the
Samadhi of the saint of Nimbargi and a 'Sabhamantap' was also
constructed and Saptahas were held there with the help of 11
Marutis (Volunteers) under the leadership of the saint of
Umadi. Within a few years nearly three thousand persons became
the disciples of the saint of Umadi. To express his gratitude
to Vitthal the saint of Umadi reached Pandharpur on 23rd
December 1910 and on Poushya Shuddha Tritiya - Wednesday at
the back side of the wall of the samadhi, the idols of Sri
Vittal and Rakhumai were established.
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Spreading of devotion in different places by the saint of
Umadi was not upto the liking of some spiritual leaders and
followers of Chimmad Sampradaya and it was interpreted as a
propagandistic activity. Inchageri Sampradaya was more spread
both in terms of number and centres. The saint of Umadi used
to visit Chimmad to have Darshan of Sadhubua's samadhi as he
was instructed to do so every year by the saint of Nimbargi.
According to a few senior followers of Inchageri Sampradaya the
saint of Umadi was insulted on one occasion at Chimmad. At
Chimmad the saint of Umadi was pressed to give the meaning of a
few Sanskrit verses.
Of course, the meaning of the Sanskrit verses was given
by Prof. R.D. Ranade. Swallowing the insult the saint of Umadi
had to return without Darshan of Samadhi of Sadhubua.
The
saint of Umadi directed his disciple Prof. R. D. Ranade to get
ready Nemavali - the Bhajan system for Inchageri Sampradaya
(this according to one present spiritual leader of Chimmad
Sampradaya has been deviation from the original practice of
Nimbargi Sampradaya). By 1911 Nitya Nemavali was ready.
It
consists of Trikal Bhajan, Aratis, Panchasamasi, some padas of
the disciples, Bharoods etc., Bhajan Rachana is almost in
Marathi with a few songs in Kannada, Hindi, Urdu, Sanskrit and
is more or less distinction from Chimmad Sampradaya. By this
we cannot conclude that there is no harmony at all between
Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya. For instance, Prof. R. D.
Ranade of Inchageri Sampradaya and Sri Kotnis Maharaj of
Chimmad Sampradaya had a cordial relationship with each other.
Towards
the end of this Chapter some similarities
and
differences between the two Sampradaya will be analysed.
At present Garbha Gudi of the saint of Nimbargi is
eastward and that is constructed out of black stone and
Shivalinga has been established. There is a Kaman with Nakasha
infront of Gabhara and Nandi too.
In 1912 Shikhara over
Gabhara was raised and Kalasa over Shikhara was placed in 1913
on Chaitra Shuddha 13th i.e., at 12 noon in 1913 (punyatithi of
the saint Nimbargi) by the saint of Umadi. The saint of Umadi
breathed his last on 29/01/1914 (Magha Shuddha Tritiya) at
Inchageri.
A few days late i.e., on Magha Shuddha Poornima
Samadhi of the saint of Umadi was built infront of samadhi of
the saint of Nimbargi and a temple has been built over it.
Some time later a huge sabha mantap was built in between the
two temples and the expenses for the constructions were borne
by Sri Girimalleswar Maharaj (the disciple of the saint of
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Umadi and the king merchant of Jamkhandi) inspite of great loss
in his cotton business. Now the Inchageri muth organization is
in the hands of the disciples of Sri Girimalleswar Maharaj's
line.
After giving a brief account of Sri Amburao Maharaj, I
will proceed with the study of Sri Giri Malleswar Maharaj.

^ I

AMBDRAO WAHARAiT

Sri Amburao Maharaj/Baba
(1856 - 1933) was a premier
desiple of the saint of Umadi. Baba was born at Jigjeevani
in
a poor Smarth Brahmin family. He lost his parents in his early
age and went to Devar Nimbargi to receive his education.
On
completion of his primary education, he returned home to face
the odds of life. A severe draught overtook the whole of
Bijapur district. Young Baba went to the muth of Shankarcharya
at Sankeswar. When the draught condition receded Baba returned
home.
He joined the service in famine relief work on daily
wages but that was soon terminated. He went to Inchageri to
manage the house-hold affairs of his widowed sister. There he
got married but very soon lost both his wife and daughter.
Sri Baba went to Ghangapur and on the 3rd day, a Sanyasi
appeared in his dream and handed over to him a rosary of beads
and disappeared. Later he came in contact with the saint of
Umadi who listened to Amburao's sufferings sympathetically
and
compelled him to take Nam through the mediation of Sri
Savalasang - the spiritual brother of saint of Umadi. In the
beginning Baba was reluctant to take Nam as he was afraid of
following two vows - not to touch parastri and paradhan but the
saint of Umadi took up the responsibilities and then Sri Baba
was initiated.
Sri Baba is said to have made an advancement in spiritual
life and regarded the saint of Umadi as God. There is an
incidence related to this.
One day the saint of Umadi in the course of his
discourse
on Das Bodha told that Sri Nimbargi Maharaj brought divine Nam
from Swarga (Heaven) and hence got authority to impart it to
others.
Innocent open - hearted as Baba was, he frankly asked
"Maharaj, you just told me how Sri Nimbargi Maharaj got the
authority to initiate others. Please let me know whence have
you brought the Nama and who gave you the authority to
impart
it to others". As it was then time for meditation,
Maharaj
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without giving any reply went to his room and Baba also went to
the terrace of Bhimaraya temple for meditation.
In the course of meditation Baba had a vision of Nimbargi
Maharaj and heard his following words : "Oh, you Baba, why have
you let loose your tongue? You have no business to question the
authority of Bhauraya (the saint of Umadi). I have given him
the authority to initiate.
Shut
up! Simply
mind your
meditation".
Baba is said to have reached the height in spiritual life
and started initiating the disciples after sometime i.e., after
the death of the saint of Umadi and with the permission of his
spiritual teacher in the dream vision.
Baba like his other spiritual brother Prof. R. D. Ranade
had a greater number of educated disciples than even the saint
of Umadi had.
But Baba had to quit his muth on account of some strong
differences of opinion with some followers of this Sampradaya
regarding the authority of initiation, successor to muth.
performance of miracles and due to a few more reasons.
Baba
established his own independent muth Southward in the campus
of the muth in 1927 by keeping the photo of the saint of Umadi
and started his work. Baba left his mortal coil on 22/12/1933
at Bijapur. His Dahan Bhoomi is by the side of his spiritual
teacher's Dahan Bhoomi at Inchageri.
A Samadhi of Baba was built and the temple over it
constructed in 1931. Sri Baba Saheb Sangoram - his disciple
from Athani built a Shikhar over it in (March April) 1958.
Again due to differences of opinion among the different
followers of Inchageri Sampradaya it was neglected for some
time. The renovation of this math (Baba's) has been undertaken
recently by Sri Guruputtrappa Maharaj the present head of
Inchageri Kshetra.
Baba has been compared to Sri Kalyana of Ramdas. Baba's
saptah was celebrated for one month in Poushua Mas
at
Inchageri.
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^ I GIRIMALLESHWAR MAHARA^J
(1873
Jamkhandi

-

1934)
Inchageri

Sri Girimalleshwar Maharaj Maitri was born in a rich
family of Lingayat (Ghaniger) caste. In his childhood he was a
great sportsman and a wrestler. As he caime under the influence
of the saint of Umadi, he became an ardent disciple of him and
got constructed the temples of the saints of Nimbargi and Umadi
inspite of heavy loss in the business as noted earlier.
He
dedicated himself to the task of propagating and initiating
after reaching a very high stage in the spiritual world.
He
had initiated about 40,000 persons irrespective of caste,
class, creed, region, sex, age. He left his mortal coil in
1934.
Sri Shegunashi Chennappa wrote 'Charitamrit' which
reflected the life sketch of Sri Girimalleshwar Maharaj.
Some of the ardent disciples of Sri Girimalleshwar Maharaj
are Jayaram Maharaj (1885 - 1949), Kondiram (1901 - 1970),
Balakrishna Maharaj (1901 - 1970), Sri Rayappa
Savakar, Sri
Sangameshwar
Maharaj (
-1930), Sri Avaji Maharaj,
Sri
Kalameshwar Maharaj, Sri Shivaprabhu Maharaj ( - 1967), Sri
Madhavanand Maharaj (02/11/1915 - 25/05/1980).
Probably
the most controversial figure of all
the
disciples of Sri Girimalleshwar Maharaj is Sri Madhavanand
Maharaj both within and outside of Nimbargi Sampradaya.
Some
have charged him as creating fearful atmosphere in and around
Inchageri
and some others (especially his devotees
and
admirers) have elevated him to the position of God (in Kannada
Devru), while his father Shivaprabhu Maharaj was called master
(in Kannada Yajaman).
Both Shivaprabhu Maharaj and
Sri
Madhavanand were the spiritual leaders of Sri Kshetra Inchageri
muth.
Sri Madhavanand Maharaj was acquitted from murder, theft
and other charges. Sri Madhavanand Maharaj contested elections
in 1952, 1957, 1962 at Jamkhandi consttituency as a candidate
of Loka seva sangha against Sri B. D. Jatti - the disciple of
Sri Narasihmeswar Maharaj of Inchageri Sampradaya.
But Sri
Madhavanand and his people lost the elections.
According to
Devru the person should not get elected unopposed otherwise he
would not spend money for the poor. Devru also conceived that
he did not aspire for any power as he and all others were
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children of Maharaj Raj. In 1977, however, he is said to have
given support to congress-I as it had lent support to widows
and the poor.
Sri Madhavanand Maharaj was a great freedom fighter of our
country (India) and had gone to jail on several occassions. He
took an active part in the Goa Vimochana movement, 'Go (cow)
Rakshak'
movement, 'Sarwodaya' and
'Bhoodan'
movements,
'Karnataka Ekikaran' movement. Girish farm was started by him
at Utagi in Jat Taluk.
He also arranged for threading
ceremonies of some poor Brahmins and for deliveries of women,
widow remarriages, intercaste and inter-religious marriages.
In
a Kannada book titled 'Sri S. S.
Sri
Madhavanand
Prabhujiyavar Charitre' by Sri Muttappa Maharaj names of some
nineteen couples of intercaste and interreligious marriages are
published.
According to Devru all these castes are man made.
All belong to one caste.
He is said to have arranged
intercaste and interreligious marriages of a large number of
persons.
Some claim that he has arranged 40,000 inter-caste
and inter-religious marriages.
Sri Devru has been regarded by his disciples and admirers
as an incarnation of Vishnu. He has initiated a large number
of devotees. The exact number of devotees initiated by Devru
is not known.
On 25/05/1980 Devru left his mortal coil.
The temples
over the Samadhis of Sri Shivaprabhu Maharaj and Sri Devru are
built. Sri Shivaprabhu Maharaj who lived for 110 years took up
the work of propagandistic activities of Inchageri Sampradaya,
while Sri Devru looked after the administrative work. It has
been proposed to build a huge temple in the ncune of Devru for
which Buta Singh (a Congress leader) laid the foundation.
Sri Guruputrappa Maharaj is the present head of Sri
Inchageri Kshetra Muth. In 1980 - 1981 he took over the charge
of the muth and he is the son of the elder brother of Devru.
Devru had little formal schooling but Sri Guruputrappa Maharaj
had higher education. If Sri Guruputrappa Maharaj was married,
Sri Devru was unmarried. In 1981 Sri Guruputrappa Maharaj had
represented India in world peace conference held at the capital
of Czechoslovokia.
He is the chairman of the trust and the
trust
conducts
several spiritual and
other
related
activites and looks after (i) Sri Mahdhavananda Proudha Shala
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(ii) Go-Shala - consists of 25 cows, 25 she - buffaloes and 25
couple of oxen
(iii) Girish farm etc., As per the oral
information provided to me by the priest of Sri Kshetra
Inchageri muth following are the particulars about the members
of trust committee. (See Table No.-2).
All members of the trust are males, married, and their
mother-tongue is Kannada. They come under the age group of bO75.
Only one member is a Jain and the rest are Lingayats.
Most of them come from rural and agriculture background.
All
members seem to have been initiated into Nimbargi Sampradaya
and all are literates.
Some of the rules to be followed by the followers of
Inchageri Sampradaya are as follows; (Dev Vani Patra Guchha
Sanchaya Va Sri Girish Prakashan Sri Kshetra Inchageri muth
1985 p. 120).
1. After rising early in the morning one should start the
day with Kakadarati and one should perform morning, afternoon
and evening Sampradayic Bhajan and meditation.
2.
Before Trikal (three times) Bhajan one should read
regularly one saunas of Grantharaj Dasbodh and a verse (shloka)
of Sri Manache shlok.
3. God - realization is the aim of life and therefore, one
should meditate with one pointed devotion upon the Nam imparted
by the spiritual teacher.
4.
One should treat another man's wife (parastri) as
mother.
One should be away from other person's wealth.
One
should attempt to free of all vices.
5.

One should follow not only Dhvan Yoga but

also

Karma

Yojga.

6. Respect Sadhu saint (spiritual
persons) and guests (atithi Dev).

minded

and

advanced

7. One should participate in a year five festivals to be
celebrated at Srikshetra Inchageri and Saptahas of other
centres too.
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SPECIAL

PROGRAMMES

1. Punyatithi Saptah of Sri Gurulinga Jangam Maharaj and
Sri Shivaprabhu Maharaj is from Chaitra Shuddha Panchami to
trayodasi.
This is called Chaitra saptah and it lasts for 9
days. Nearly 1000 people mostly from Karnataka participate in
Chaitra Saptah.
2. Poojya Madhavanand Prabhuji's Punya tithi Saptah is
known as Jyeshta Saptah. It takes place from Jeshtha Vadya
Navami to Ekadashi.
Dindis arrive and some 5000 people
participate in the saptah who come there mostly from Karnataka
and Maharashtra.
3. Dhyan Yoga Sadhan Saptah is Shravan Saptah. It
from Shravan Shudda 1 to Vadya 12 for a month in which
5000 people participate.

starts
around

4. Sri Bhausaheb and Girimalleshwar Maharajas' Punyatithi
Saptahas may be called Magha Saptah. It starts from Magha
suddha pratipade to chowti for four days in which about one
lakh
people
from Delhi,
Agra,
Maharashtra,
Karnataka
participate. Palakis from Hubli, Lathur, Mangalawede and other
places arrive.
5. Datta Jayanti Saptah is from Marga shirsha shuddha 9 to
15 for 7 days. This is in remembrance of the idols of Vithal
and Rakhumai brought from Pandharpur by Sri Bahausaheb Maharaj.
400 -500 people mostly from Karnataka participate.
Sadhakas put up in surrounding houses of muth, some are
accommodated in Gooshala , tents, beneath the trees and in
jeeps, cars, trucks and similar other vehicles, fields where
there are coconut and other trees or in open space. Light with
the help of the generator, drinking water, hot water etc., are
provided to sadhakas. Nearly 400 penti Jaggery is being used
daily for Sadhakas during magh saptah.
Sadhakas themselves
offer cash and other gifts which would be spent on them.
Normally sadhakas during saptah get sajaka (Sweet made up of
wheat), rice, and saru (a kind of Rasam).
This Kshetra appears to be not only large but also
economically sound. In the form of Dasoh, grains are offered.
Nearly 900 coconut trees, 90 beetle nut trees exist in the
garden of Inchageri. Bhojanshala was constructed on 15/10/1985
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in which daily around 500 people (usually local workers) quench
their hunger and thirst. From 7 A.M. to 9 A.M. tiffin is served
and lunch is at 11 A.M. In the evening tea is served and dinner
is from 7 P.M. to 8-30 P.M.
The first floor construction infront of Sri Girimalleshwar
Maharaj's scathedral (Gadduge) is complete and the construction
of second floor of Sagavani wood has begun.
Renovation
work of Sri Amburao
completed a year ago i.e. in 1991.

Maharaj's

muth

was

Some prominent political figures like Arun Sandhi, Buta
Singh, S.M. Krishna, and many others have visited this centre.
The centre is contemplating on inviting the prime minister of
India, and chief ministers of Goa, Maharashtra and Karnataka.
This organization publishes 'Santwani' weekly (Reg. No.
L-1 /2/NP/KRNV - I ) , and 'Sharana Vahini' monthly (Reg. No. 23/
6/AL/T 89) from Banahatti. Sri Giri Prakashan Sri Kshetra
Inchageri muth has published quite a few books in Kannada and
Marathi.

7.

^ I SAPQqRO SAMARTaA NARASIMHESHWAR MAHARAJ.
ADHYATMA ASHRAM YALLATTI

Sri Sadguru Samartha Narasimheshwar Maharaj, Adhyatma
Ashram has been established at Yallatti. Yallatti is a village
in Jamkhandi taluk and is about two miles away from Banahatti
near
Jamkhandi.
The above mentioned centre
has
been
established in the year 1947 i.e., soon after the demise of Sri
Narasimheshwar Maharaj (1881 - 1st Aug. 1947).
Sri Narasimheshwar Maharaj on hearing the faune of the
saint of Umadi surrendered to him and got initiated and as per
the instructions of his spiritual teacher Sri Narasimheshwar
Maharaj initiated some 20,000 disciples (no record is kept of
the initiated persons) including Sri B. D. Jatti who was then
the acting President of Indian union. However Sri B. D. Jatti's
political career has nothing to do with Adhyatma Ashram.
Sri Narasimheshwar Maharaj is said to be 21st descendent
in the line of Sri Basaveswar of Basavan Bagewadi. Sri
Narasimheshwar Maharaj is sometimes referred to as Bagewadi
173

Maharaj.
twice.

Bagewadi Maharaj is a Vaishnava

Brahmin who

married
Q

In an unpublished biography of Bagewadi Maharaj
in
Kannada by Sri More titled 'Sri Samartha Sadguru Narasimheshwar
Maharajar Jeevan Charitre' (pp. 36-37) it has been stated that
Sri Bagewadikar Maharaj visited Mecca and had the divine vision
(durshan) of the Prophet Mohammed and the moon there.
The total area of the Adhyatma Ashram at Yallatti is about
8 acres. The officially recorded area of the sacred place is
198' W X 198' L. The area of 4 to 5 acres of land is yet to
be officially recorded as per the oral information given to me
on 07/01/1991 at Yallatti. One can see there Yoga Mandir,
playground, and a few rooms apart from Adhyatma Mandir which is
under construction.
This Adhyatma Ashram does not run any other institutions
like educational, medical institutions except 'Yoga Mandir'
where some yogic exercises that are conducive to spiritual and
healthy life are taught by Sri Ramkrishna Maharaj one of the
present heads of Adhyatma Ashram. Sri Ramakrishna Maharaj has
visited the Himalayas and the Nimbal Ashram. At Nimbal Ashram
he observed some disciples who were drowsy during meditation.
For such persons Yogic practice is essential in the opinion of
Sri Ramakrishna Maharaj.
The birth place of Sri Ramakrishna Maharaj is Aigali.
He
is about 57 years old. He is an unmarried Hindu Vaishnava
Brahmin. He has completed Yogabhyasa and is holding a diploma
in Mechanical Engineering. He has taken voluntary retirement
from the post of Senior Draftsman in Railway Engineering
Department and draws a pension of about Rs. 860/- p.m.
This
spiritual leader was initiated by Sri Narasimheshwar Maharaj in
1946.
His mother tongue is Kannada. He is proficient in
Marathi, Hindi and English. He initiates only when he receives
instructions from his spiritual teacher and no record is kept
of the number of the persons initiated by him.
Another head of this centre is Sri Mallappa Mungoji
Maharaj who is about 70 years old. He was initiated by Sri
Bagewadikar maharaj. He is widowed and illiterate and he knows
Kannada (mother tongue), Marathi and Hindi. By caste he is
Panchamasali Lingayat. He has done some odd jobs like cutting
of wood. He initiates some persons.

Some sub-centres of Adhyatma Ashram are at Audumbar,
Barshi, Kalyan, Vishram Baug. At Jagdal there is a temple of
Sri Narasimheshwar Maharaj line. The Samadhi of Sri Gundappa
Maharaj (the disciple of Sri Bagewadikar Maharaj?) is at Aigali
in his own house.
No detailed information is available on the formation of
the trust. The trust has not yet started functioning in full
swing. Some particulars about the trust are as follows.
Certificate of registration No. is 0396 (No.796/86).
It is hereby certified that the Public trust described
below has this day duly registered under the Bombay Public
Trust Act, 1950 (Bom XXIX of 1950), at the Public Registration
Office, Belgaum region, Belgaum.
Name
of the Public Trust is Sri Sadguru
Narasimheshwar Maharaj Seva Samiti Adhyatma Ashram
Tal •- Jamkhandi.

Samartha
Yallatti,

One head of Adhytma Ashram was not in a position to give
particulars about the members of the trust and he only informed
me
they (the members) do not have
higher
educational
qualifications.
The purpose of forming this trust is to
protect and retain its (Adhyatma Ashram's) identity. No record
is maintained about expenses and sources of income.
Money,
food grains etc. offered by the disciples are spent on them in
the form of 'Annadan' (the food distribution.)
This Adhyatma Ashram does not publish any
Journal.
However, 'Sharanavahini' (monthly from Banahatti in Kannada) is
said to have published the brief biography of Sri Bagewadikar
Maharaj.
DAILY
1.
2.
3.
4.

PROqSAWBS

Kakadarati
Pooja and Bhajan of afternoon
Evening Bhajan (Dhanya Ho Pradakshina)
Night Bhajan

5
7
7
9

A.M.
A.M. TO 8-30 A.M.
P.M.
P.M.

Daily 7 - 8 persons participate in the Adhyatma Ashram and
there is no Samuhika Namasmarana as such and the stress is on
Ekantik Namasmarna.

On
every moon day (Poornima) is 'Anna
Santarpana'
(food/prasad distribution) in which 100 - 150 persons partake .
There is prayer meeting throughout the night.

SPECIAL

FESTIVALS

1. Janmostsava -Vainkunth Chaturdasi is for two days in which
300 - 400 devotees participate.
2. Punyatithi -Shravana Shuddha Poornima is for 3 days in which
5 to 6 thousand people participate.
3. Shravana Saptah (Sadhan Saptah)
Pratipada to Vadya Dvadashi.

-

is from Shravan

Shuddha

People of all castes from Maharashtra, Karnataka mostly
and a few from Uttar Kashi (Himalaya) gather for important
Utsavas (festivals).
Janma Shatabdi (birth centenary) of Sri
Bagewadikar
Maharaj was celebrated from 09/01/1981 to 11/11/1981.

8. M I qURUPEV RAHADE ASHRAM z HIMBAL

(R.S-)

Nimbal is a village in Indi Taluk with a railway station
on the Gadag - Hotgi line. Here a spiritual centre was started
by the late disciple of the saint of umadi - Prof. R. D. Ranade
(3rd July 1886 Jamkhandi 6th June 1957 Nimbal) - a mystic
Philosopher and a vice - chancellor of Allahabad University.
Prof. R. D. Ranade purchased the land of about 100 acres
near east of Nimbal (R.S.) and founded there the Academy of
Philosophy and Religion. The first residence which he built in
1926 was transformed into the present Samadhi mandir, after his
demise in 1957. In 1942, a new house was erected and it was
here the aspirants and devotees flocked to
experience the
bliss of his
discourses, happily termed as
'Sittings'.
"Sittings' were also held at another building 'Dhyan Mandir'.
The Ashram was a structure of five stone buildings.
After the demise of Sri Amburao Maharaj (1857 - 1933) Sri
Gurudev Ranade started initiating the people.
He initiated
about 4000 people including a few Christian (foreign and
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Indian), Muslim, Jain aspirants. Of course, most of them came
from Urban educated background of Maharashtra and Karnataka.
On 18th of June 1957, the holy urn of ashes of Prof. R. D.
Ranade, was placed in the depths of the overlying Samadhi.
After the demise of Prof. R. D. Ranade (a chitpawan Brahmin),
his second wife conducted the three Punyatithi Saptahas of Sri
Gurudev Ranade, Sri Bhausaheb Maharaj and Sri Amburao Maharaj
and also the Saptah of Shravana for one month, till the year
1965.
In 1965, a deed of declaration of religious
endowment
was registered under the Bombay Public Trust Act of 1950,
in the name of Smt. Sitabai Ranade the second
wife of
Prof. R.D. Ranade as sole trustee. In this capacity, for 23-24
years she discharged her duties. The above mentioned saptahas
were regularly performed and by 1979 she had to her credit
following
achievements;
Viz; Installation
of
Samadhi,
construction of the mandir and the Mandap with its surrounding
rooms and Meghadaunbari.
Being unable to manage the Trust efficiently due to her
advancing age, she executed an amended deed on 20/11/1979, and
appointed a Board of Trustees. She divested in the name of the
Trust the following assets :A)

1. The Samadhi mandir, Mandap which was donated by Late Smt
Sonutai Kabbur, and the rooms around the mandap.
2. Sanglikar's Wada.
3. Library building.
4. Dhyan Mandir.
5. Dr. H. D. Karmarkar's building.
6. Dhahan Bhoomi.

B) Dead stock of Silver Padukas and some utensils.
C)
A sum of Rs. 51,200/- in fixed deposit and Rs 20,232/balance in Saving Bank account.

as

The first meeting of Trustees was held at Nimbal on the
23rd and 24th of December 1979. In that meeting a constitution
_

Prof. R. D. Ranade married the second time after the
demise of his first wife at the instance of the saint of Umadi.

i?3

was framed giving all the details of aims and objects,
responsibilities of the office bearers and other functions of
the board. It was registered in the office of the Assistant
charity commissioner at Belgaum under the Bombay public Trust
Act, 1950.
For the development of the activities of the Trust and the
expansion of the Ashram, area of about 15 acres of land was
purchased from the late Smt. Sitabai Ranade for Rs 3,000/- in
March, 1980.
Another piece of land measuring 1 Acre 7 Gunthas, touching
the northern boundary of the Ashram area was purchased from
Smt. Vijayatai V. Apte (the daughter of Prof. R. D. Ranade) for
Rs. 1,292/- in April, 1980.
The trust has undertaken the work of repairs (1980), water
supply (1982), electricity supply, approach road
(passes
through the Railway Gate and links the Ashram with the main
District road, thus making it possible for cars and tourist
buses to reach the gate of the Ashram) and Prof. R.D. Ranade's
Punyatithi celebration -1982, construction of Sri "Ram Niwas"
(a quadrangular building covering an area of 4640 Sq. Ft. It
provides 15 rooms, six toilets, and six bath rooms, with an
open area at the centre where now a garden of flowers and
plants exist for Pooja purpose), "Sant Niwas" (this building to
the north side of the Samadhi Mandir). There are ten double
rooms, one big hall, two cellars, four bath rooms and three
toilets with an open space at centre) from 1983 to 1985,
construction of Godown in 1984, construction of shikhar and 5
arches in the saimadhi Mandir in 1988, construction of Portico
and Staircase - in 1988, second borewell with the help of
Karnataka Government in 1991 and pavements in 1991 (Pavement
with thick shabhad stone) 4 Ft. wide was constructed covering
the foot paths from the mandir to the Punya dahan Bhoomi, Ram
Niwas, Sri Gurudev's House and Sant Niwas, to enable devotees
to walk for Pooja, barefooted to the Mandir, Dahan Bhoomi and
the new house of Sri Gurudev, at a cost of Rs. 60,300, street
lighting in 1992 (nine street lights have been sanctioned for
the Ashram by the Nimbal Panchayat. The work is
under
construction by Karnataka Electricity Board). Birth Centenary
celebration was held in 1986. The trust has published about 20
books.
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The daily programme of Nimbal Ashram is as follows
1. Meditation
3-30 A.M. to 5--30 A ,M.
5-30 A.M. to 6 A.M.
2. Kakadarati
8-00 A.M. to 12 Noon (Before medidation
3. Meditation
Arati on Dasbodh)
12 Noon to 12- 30
4. Morning Bhajan
2-30 P.M. to 4 P.M.
5. Meditation
4-30 P.M. to 5 P.M.
6. Afternoon Bhajan
to 8 P.M.
7. Meditation
7 P.M.
8. Night Bhajan
8-45 P.M.
After Kakadarati tea is served to Sadhakas. After mornin
bhajan lunch is served.
Again before and after-noon Bhaja
tea is served. After meditation from 7 P.M. to 8 P.M. evenin
meals are served in the Ashrsun. A cook has been
appointed
Sadhakas wash utensils used by them.
In daily programme
usually 7-8 persons participate.
TABLE No. 3
No. OF SADHAKAS DURING SRI 6DRUDEV RANADE SAPTAH
SRI GURUDEV
RANADE
PUNYATITHI
SAPTAH

1. 30th
Punyatithi
03/06/87 To
07/06/87
2. 31st
Punyatithi
21/06/88 To
25/06/88
3. 32nd
Punyatithi
09/06/89 To
13/06/89
4. 33rd
Punyatithi

NO. OF SADHAKAS1 NO. OF ARRIVALS
PER DAY AVERAGE 1 ON THE LAST DAY
EXCLUDING THE 1
LAST DAY
1

607

TOTAL NO.
OF SADHAKAS
PERSENT ON
THE SAMAPTI
DAY

1

1600

2207

688

1

2100

2788

633

i

2800

3463

628

1

3275

3903
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SPECIAL

PROGRAMMES

1. Gurudev Ranade Punyatithi utsava Jeshtha Shuddha 6 to 10.
The Table No.-3 and the graph (Fig -l)give us some idea
about the total number of participants on the last day of
Gurudev Ranade's Punyatithi which consists of per day average
of participants during the first 4 days in addition to the
total niomber of arrivals i.e., new participants on the last
day.
From the above Table No.-3 and the graph (Fig.-l) we may
conclude that on an average 634 Sadhakas participate per day
excluding the last day. On an average the number of arrivals is
2418.75 and total number of sadhakas present on the last day
will be on an average 3090.25. There is also increasing trend
in the number of sadhakas present on last day of Punyatithi
Saptah.
The participants are mostly from urban Maharashtra
followed by Urban Karnataka and a vast majority of them are
educated Brahmins.
Besides the devotees, on the last day of Sri Gurudev's
Punyatithi Saptah of 5 days, more than a thousand villagers in
the surrounding area partake of the Prasad and the number of
women with children are more than men so far as villagers on
the last day are concerned. The ruralites of Nimbal are
reluctant in getting initiated because they think that most of
the programmes like Bhajan and Pravachan would be in Marathi
and a vast majority of Sadhakas that arrive there are educated
Urban Brahmins from Maharashtra and they feel like strangers in
their presence.
However, some old people in Nimbal village
still recall to their mind two french disciples (who visited
Nimbal) of Sri Gurudev Ranade and they have high regard for Sri
Gurudev Ranade. Villagers of Nimbal do keep on the Samadhi of
Sri Gurudev Ranade the first produce of Jowar and Jaggery with
reverence.
Some Lambanis partake on the last day in Palaki
utsava and beat the drums, dance and break open the coconuts.
The last day of Saptah (Punyatithi of Gurudev) has the shape of
any general festival. From sociological viewpoint it appears
that Sampradaya as a specific religious organization cannot
remain longer and it struggles hard to adjust with the general
trends of religion.
2.

Sri Amburao Maharaj Punyatithi Saptah Paushy Shuddha 6

ii7

3.

Sri Bhausaheb Maharaj Punyatithi Utsava Magha Shuddha 1 to 3

Sri Shivalingawa's saptah is being conducted more or less
regularly.
The number of Sadhakas that they participate during Sri
Amburao
Maharaja's Punyatithi Saptah and
Sri
Bhausaheb
Maharaj's Punyatithi Saptah is quite limited.
For Gurudev
Ranade Punyatithi Saptah, however, the attendance of Sadhakas
is increasing every year.
4. Shravana Saptah is from Shravana Shuddha Partipade to
shravana Amavasya for about one month.
From
spiritual
viewpoint this is considered to be the most important one.
Those who participate in this Saptah believe that they would
definitely make some spiritual progress. The stress during
this Saptah is on meditation and silence is observed most of
the time.
Punyatithi saptah is sometimes said to be Bhojan
saptah.
Poor people do not come there only for the sake of
Sweets but with true devotion. But the craving of the poor for
sweets during Punyatithi serves as an incentive for Paramartha
according to some saints of Nimbargi Sampradaya.
The following Table No.-4 about Shravana Saptah indicates
the number of participants on an average
per day
for
Shravana saptahas from 1987-1990.
TABLE No. 4
Shravana Saptah attendance from 1987 to 1990
/

\

Shravana Saptah
1.
1987
26/07/87 to 24/08/87

Per day average
155

2.
1988
13/08/88 to

11/09/88

119

3.
1989
02/08/89 to

03/08/89

127

4.
1990
23/07/90 to

20/08/90

110

y

/
1^^

From the Table No.-4 we may say that on an average per
year during Shravana Saptah 132.75 persons participate and the
increasing trend in the attendance of the number of Sadhakas is
not conspicuous.
As noted earlier the stress during shravana Saptah is on
Namasmarana.
Sri Gurudev Ranade laid stress on both Ekantik
and Samuhika (group) meditation. He used to initiate generally
through the two messengers who were his Gurubandhus.
On 18th of June 1957,the holy urn of ashes of saint of
Nimbal (Prof. R.D. Ranade) was placed in the depths of the
overlying samadhi.
It is here that 1965 onwards the new
aspirants pledge themselves to take the "NAMA" before the holy
samadhi of Gurudev Ranade. Several of them are blessed in
later life, with spiritual experiences. This new method was
started as nobody was authorised to initiate the new aspirants.
- Invocation for initiation is as follows.

Invocation for Initiation in
Revered Gurudeva's Samadhi.

the

sacred

precints

of

You are one with the infinite; and as such dwell in my
heart though you have left off the mortal coil. It is my firm
conviction that you yourself have given me inspiration to get
initiated.
On this auspicious day I seek initiation at thy holy feet.
I pray that I be blessed with the Divine Name.
I will
earnestly endeavour to meditate on the Name which is the
holiest of the holy.
I shall strictly observe the twin vows of the Sampradaya,
namely, not to covet others' wealth and not to look on others'
women with lustful eyes.
Be gracious to accept me. From now on, you
spiritual teacher and I, your humble disciple.
I go in submission to you.
the teacher of teachers.

iss

are my

Lead kindly light Victory

to

**

**

Apart from Engiah version of invocation, the copies in
Marathi, Kannada, Hindi are preserved. 29/05/1977 onwards the
list of Sadhakas initiated has been maintained. The number of
initiated from 1978 to 1989 is as in the Table No.-5.

Table No. 5
THE No. OF INITIATED AT NIHBAL ASHRAM
YEAR

NUMBER
INITIATED

YEAR

NUMBER
I
INITIATED 1

1978

095

1985

124

1

1979

086

172

i

1980

126

1986Centenary
Year
1987

125

I

1981

107

1988

122

1

1982

114

1983

121

1989

111

1

1984

128

1990

096

i

The Table No.-5 and the line graph (Fig.-2.) obviously
indicate that the number of initiated was the highest i.e., 172
in the birth centenary year 1986. On an average every year
nearly 119.25 persons are initiated on Samadhi. From 1981 to
1986 there is an increasing trend in the number of the
initiated on Samadhi of Gurudev Ranade.
Some think that those initiated by Sri Gurudev Ranade are
more fortunate than those who are initiated on Gurudev Ranade
Samadhi.
But this opinion is not acceptable to some others.
They regard that there is no difference between those who were
initiated by Gurudev Ranade and those who get initiated on
Samadhi.
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There are some spiritually advanced persons who give
provisional
initiation to the aspirants but direct
the
aspirants to go to Nimbal Ashram to have final confirmation of
Nam on Samadhi there.
All these and similar other activties are conducted by the
trust. The trust does not run institutions like schools and
colleges, hospitals. The details about the trust can be seen
in the Table No.-6. The Table No.-6 is based on the oral
information givem to me at Nimbal Ashram on 06/01/1991.
The
analysis of the Table No.-6 is givem below.
All members of the trust are initiated into Nimbargi
Sampradaya. One widow is initiated by Sri Shivalingawa of Jat
and Vice President is initiated by Sri Amburao Maharaj and all
others are initiated by Sri Gurudev Ranade. Three members are
from urban Karnataka and all others are from urban Maharashtra.
All members of the trust come under the age group of 60-85.
Except one Kshrtiya (Soma Vansha Arya) all others are Brahmins
(two Saraswat, 4 Deshastha, and one Kokanastha).
All the
members have knowledge of Marathi, Hindi and English.
Two
members do not have knowledge of Kannada. All of them are
educated. Vice President and secretary and one trustee take a
leading role in organizing and conducting the activities.
The economic position of the trust is not bad.
year ending 31/03/1990
Income
Expenses

Rs.
Rs.

(For

the

1,79,279.46
1,76,367.85)

It accepts donations in cash and kind. Charity box is
also kept.
Besides, it gets Government Charity fund Rs.
50,000/-. It has to its credit a little less then Rs. 10 Lakh
in the form of Fixed Deposit etc;
It
spends money over food, tea,
construction
and
maintenance of the buildings, water, electricity and other such
amenities, publication of books, salaries of the servants and
telephone bills and so on.
Investments :- 1. Fixed deposits. 2. Indira Vikas Patra.
3. N.S.Certificates. 4. Unit Trust of India Rs. 7,78,650
Cash Balance as on 31-03-1992 Rs.99,556.

193

The need of having a well built structure for office,
Storage of books and reception room for VIP visitors is being
felt acutely because rooms on the easternside of the Mandap are
now in a bad state. Plans for building an administrative block
in place of these rooms are now ready.
For the three
punyatithi Sapthas and Shravan Saptah, the Sadhakas
are
attending
in large number and all of them
cannot
be
accommodated in the premises available at present, (of course,
for Shravan Saptah the number of persons participating in it
for the whole month is less as compared to Gurudev Ranade's
punyatithi saptah because Gurudev Ranade's punyatithi Saptah
usually falls during vacation and for Shravan Saptah some find
it difficult to participate on account of festivals that come
during Shravan). It is, therfore, proposed to raise a building
consisting of two big halls and some rooms which will be
similar to those of Ram Niwas. The trust appeals to the
Sadhakas for their generous donations which will help it to
complete the project of these two new constructions early.
In the name of Sri Gurudev Ranade there are sub-centres at
Jamkhandi, Belgaum, Sangli. A brief account of the three subcenters will be presented hereafter.
SHRI GDRODEO RAHADS PARAMARTH MANDIR JAMKHANDI
Sri Gurudeo Ranade Paramarth Mandir Jamkhandi is
a
spiritual sub-centre of Sri Gurudeo Ranade Nimbal
line.
Jamkhandi is the birth place of both
Shri Girimalleswar
Maharaj and Sri Gurudeo Ranade. Jamkhandi was the capital of
the former Jamkhandi State before its marger with Bombay State.
It is 34 miles from Kudchi Railway Station and 35 miles Southwest of Bijapur. It is now the headquarters of Jamkhandi Taluk
and Sub-Division of Bijapur District in Karnataka.
The above mentioned Sub-Centre has
account of initiative taken by Rtd. Civil
others in 1959-60. The Mandir is 60' L X
and recently the renovation of the Mandir
toilet facilities.

been established on
Judge W. T. Apte and
23' W approximately
has taken place with

Daily Programmes

and

As
Nem

in many other centres of Inchageri Saimpradaya Bhajan
are performed thrice during the day. In the evening

iS^

TABLE Ho. 7
SRI GURUDEV RftNADE PARAMARTH HANDIR TRUST REG. NO, A1716 JAHKHANDI
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about 50-60 disciples of different castes (men and
almost equal number) gather at Mandir.
Formerly
Saturday there was "Pravachana" but now it is not
performed.

women in
on every
regularly

Special Programmes
1. Shravan Saptah is held for a month and for
nearly 100 people attend.
2.
July.

Pravachana

Gurudeo Ranade Jayanti is held from 28th June to 3rd
Nearly 150-200 people come from outside to Jamkhandi.

3. Shivalingawa Punyatithi is held for 3 days and about
25 persons participate. This starts two days before Kartik
Vadya Pratipade.
4.
Poushya Saptah for one month starts from Sri Amburao
Maharaj's Poushya Tritiya Shashti to Bhausaheb Maharaj's Punya
tithi and in the evenings 150-200 people participate.
5.
Deepavali Saptah is held in which 125 localites
participate. It ends on Padya and takes place for 3 days.
As per the oral information provided to me on 13-10-90 the
table has been formed of members of the trust. The name of the
trust is Sri Gurudeo Ranade Paramarth Mandir Public Trust Reg.
No. A-1716 Jamkhandi in 1960. (see Table No.-7).
All members of the trust are married males. The President,
Secretary, 3rd member, and 4th member are Lingayat (Koshti),
Brahmin (Chitpawan), Marwadi, Brahmin (Chitpawan) respectively.
Except
one all others are initiated
Sampradaya and all of them are from Jamkhandi.

into

Nimbargi

All of them are literates having fairly good knowledge of
Marathi, Kannada and Hindi and some know English and Sanskrit.
All the members of the trust are under the age group of 60-80.
Two members
agriculturists.

are cloth merchants and the

other

two

are

This trust has Rs. 25,000/- in Fixed Deposits and its
intrest is used for the maintainance of the Mandir. Its annual
13 G

expenditure is around Rs. 2 to 3 thousand. Sources of income
are in the form of intrests on fixed deposits, Charity box kept
in the Mandir, donations in cash and kind, and sale of
publication.
It has published the following books :
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Athavanis by Kaka Karkhanis (Marathi).
Biography on Gurudev Ranade (By S. N. Deshpande , Marathi).
Biography on Gurudev Ranade (By W. T. Apte , Sanskrit).
Philosophical and other essays (Prof. R.D. Ranade, English).
Paramartha Mandir
consisting of 501 padas in Devanagari
Script.

ACADEMY Ql QOMPAJtATIYE FHILOSOfHY &SH BKtiiqiQW/qPItTOEy
RANADE MANDIR z BELGAUM
H.H. Sri Chintamanrao Appasaheb Patawardhan, the Rajasaheb
of Sangli, gifted about 14 acres of his private land in Belgaum
to Gurudev Ranade in 1950. Thereafter, a public trust known as
Academy of Comparative Philosophy and Religion came to be
registred by him in Belgaum on 19/09/1952 with the following
aims and objects.
"To work for the spiritual unity of mankind and consequent
peace
and
goodwill upon the earth,
bringing
together
intellectual and spiritual minded persons through (1) Spiritual
siimposiums (2) Study and Reasearch (3) Lectures (4) Metting and
conferences (5) Religious and Philosophical Publications."
He (Prof. R. D. Ranade) was the trustee who passed away in
1957. The question of his succession was decided by the
District Judge of Belgaum, who appointed a panel of five
persons as trustees on 11/11/1962 to succeed him. This board
of trustees immediately took up the construction of a suitable
building for the 'Academy'. The corner stone of the building
was laid on 16/04/964 by Sri B. D. Jatti, who was then the
finance minister of Karnataka state. The construction of the
building of Gurudev Mandir was soon completed and it was
inaugurated by the late Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, the
then
President of India.
On 08/12/1965 Padukas of Sri Gurudev
Ranade have been installed in this building. Arrangements are
made in this building for study of Philosophy and
for
meditation. Lectures, Meetings are arranged from time to time
iSl7

in the hall of the building. In 1966, publication of Journal
"Pathway to God' (now quaterly) was started. Upto April 1991
the academy has published about 24 books (13 in English, 2 in
Kannada, 1 in Hindi and 8 in Marathi).
Gurudev Granthalaya was started in 1966.
It contains
about 10,000 books on Philosophy, Religion, Culture, Mysticism
and allied subjects.
The Academy organizes lectures, Seminars etc,.
The
formation of an Academic council is under active consideration.
The constitution of the trust provides for the
of donations.

acceptance

At present Gurudev Ranade Mandir has Ground and 1st
floors.
Ground floor has 6 rooms. The first room is office
and 3rd is meant for meditation and 4th for store room. There
are two more buildings on the ground floor •• (1) Quarters for
the Manager;
(2) A Kitchen with toilet facilities. There is
also a Hall 31' X 62' approximately with Sanatorium and Samadhi
on the ground floor.
There are 5 rooms on 1st floor (from Room No.7 to Room
No.11). The 7th room is a library hall (Gurudev Granthalaya).
Room No.8 is a store room.
The approximate annual income is Rs. 85,000 to 1,00,000.
Sources of income are in the form of interest over deposits and
deposition of donations, box collection, and revenue earned
through fruits, publication etc,.
It spends money over maintainance of Mandir, garden,
publication of Journal, books, organizing the lectures etc,.
It spends around Rs. 96,000 annually.

3.30 a.m.
5.30 a.m.
8.00 a.m.
12 Noon
2.30p.m.
4.30 p.m.
5 p.m.
8-45 p.m.

to
to
to
to
to
to
to

Daily PrograMnes
5.30 a.m.
Meditation.
6.00 a.m.
Kakadarati.
12.00 Noon
Meditation.
12.30
Morning Bhajan.
4 p.m.
Meditation.
5 p.m.
Afternoon Bhajan.
6 p.m.
Pravachan (Occosionally
Night Bhajan.
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B.R. - Burudev Ranade

J33

Yes

! Saiadhi

In daily programmes about 10-15 persons participate on
average including ladies.

an

SPECIAL PROGRAMMES
1. Punyatithi Saptah of Gurudev Ranade is from 02/06/91 to
06/06/91 for five days. On 6Th June every year it ends. When I
participated in the Saptah on last day 100-150
persons
participated (gents and ladies almost in equal number). People
came from Dharwad, Pune, Bijapur, Jamkhandi and other such
places. However, most of them were localites.
2. Vaikunth Chaturdasi : On Vaikunth Chaturdasi Sri Gududev
Ranade was initiated by Sri Bhausaheb Maharaj Umadikar.
It
lasts for 5 days in which nearly 100-150 persons participate
and people from Solapur, Sangli, Pune from Maharashtra and
Dharwad,
Hubli, Jamkhandi etc., from
Karnataka
attend.
Expenses of Saptahas are borne by Sadhakas themselves and
excess amount if any collected is deposited.
Several dignitaries visit this Mandir. The analysis of the Table No.-8 (based on the oral
information provided to me as on 06/06/1991) of the trust
reveals following facts.
All the trustees are males and come under the age group of
50-90. One is a widower. The marital status of other members
is married. All of them know Marathi, Hindi, English, but some
have no knowledge of Kannada. Initiation is a must to become a
member in the trust and hence all the trustees are initiated.
They
come
from different professions,
retired
judge,
advocates,
Retd. deputy divisional commissiner, Land Lord,
Businessman etc,.
One is Daivajna Brahmin (gold smith by
caste), one is Kshatriya and the remaining are mostly Brahmins
and many among them are Saraswatas. Two people belong to
higher income group while others are of middle class.
ADHYATMA VIDYA MANDIR. SANGLI
Adhyatma Vidya Mandir, Sangli, a public trust founded in
1947, by Dr. R.D. Ranade is now registered as a Public trust at
SI.No. E-514 (Sangli) in the Register of Public Trusts, by the
Assistant Charity Commissioner, Kolhapur Region, Kolhapur.
200
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The Office of the Trust is at the residence (855,
Yogayoga, Khan Bag) of the Secretary of the Trust, or at such
other place at Sangli as decided by the Board of Trustees.
Activities
of Adhyatma Vidya Mandir take place
at
Radhakrishna Mandir, Sangli such as Pravachana, lectures of the
learned,
Kirtanas etc., under the auspices
of
Srimati
Sowbhagyavati Rajmata Padmini Raje Patawardhan.
On
every Wednesday Pravachana is being held and
50-75 devotees attend.

nearly

This academic institution has published about 21 books as
on 22/10/1985 including the most famous ones 'Pathway to God in
Hindi Literature and Paramartha Sopan' released by Dr. S.
Radhakrishnan at Ganapati Mandir, Sangli.
The
below.
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All
trustees are married males coming under the age
group of 50-100. All of them know Marathi, Hindi and English
and Marathi is their mother-tongue. They come from different
professionals such as Advocates, Businessman, Doctor, Director
of telephones and a man running the theatre. The native place
of all the members is Sangli. One member is Maratha while four
others are Brahmins (3 Chitpawan and one Deshastha), three of
them are initiated into Nimbargi Sampradaya.
Both Academy of Comparative Philosophy and Religion,
Adhyatma Vidya Mandir founded by Gurudev Ranade are essentially
academic in nature, although they carry on some spiritual
activities. One is situated at Urban Maharashtra and the other
in Urban Karnataka. Some important persons (pretty old)who run
the trust are disciples of Gurudev Ranade. Gurudev Ranade
Mandir - Belgaum according to one trustee is badly in need of a
dedicated worker. Some who actually look after the official
day-to-day work say that too much work without appreciation is
extracted from them by some of the trustees who occasionally
visit the Mandir only to talk high things and to trace minor
mistakes
and to have photograph when very important persons
visit the centre. Some trustees have informed me that they
seldom succeed in getting good speakers, Sometimes when they
procure good speakers the audience is limited. The academy is
not
in
a position to pay honorium to
the
speakers'

lot

expectations. Adhyatma Vidya Mandir and Academy of Comparative
Philosophy & Religion have entered into litigation since
11/05/1965 and the litigation is still going on. Some details
from the side of Academy of Comparative Philosophy and Religion
has been published in 'Pathway to God' (Quarterly July 1984.
Vol. XVII No.4 pp. 65-68)^. Adhyatma Vidya Mandir claims that
the land occupied by Academy of Comparative Philosophy and
Religion is illegal and it actually belongs to Adhyatma Vidya
Mandir, Sangli.
This litigation has taken a lot of energy,
time and money and followers of Nimbargi Saimpradaya express
their regrets over this prolonged and unsettled legal dispute
and in the eyes of general public this issue has become a
laughing stock.
These two institutions stand for universal
brotherhood but they themselves do not have harmony.

9. JANGAM WOTH -

JM

There is a Samadhi of Sri Shivalingawa at Jangam Muth
Jat. Jat is a taluka place in Sangli District.

in

Sri Shivalingawa (1867 Jat - 1930 Jat) is a poetess saint
and the disciple of the saint of Umadi. She has composed about
31 poems in Kannada and 2 in Marathi. Shivalingawa has been
compared to Venubai of Swami Ramadas. Prof. R. D. Ranade has
compared the spiritual attainment of Sri Shivalingawa to that
of Muktabai - sister of Jnaneshwar.
Sri Shivalingawa is
considered to be a spiritual sister of Prof. R. D. Ranade.
Prof. R. D. Ranade's daughter and a few others are initiated by
Sri Shivalingawa and the number of initiated disciples by her
is not known.
Sri Shivalingawa
was initiated by the saint of Umadi
when she was hardly 6-7 years old. The saint of Umadi used to
put up in Jangam Muth which has been established by the father
of Sri Shivalingawa - Rachayya/Rachotayya.
Rachayya and
Basawa (the wife of Rachayya) had three children - Neelawa,
Madivalayya and Shivalingawa who belonged to Lingayat Jangam.
Neelawa was having two children - one daughter (Muragewa) and
the son (Pavadeyya). Muragewa was given in marriage to her
maternal-uncle-Madivalayya.
Sri Shivalingawa was persuaded to marry by the saint of
Umadi to Karabasayya of Nandikol muth of Umrani about 10 miles
from Jat.
But soon Sri Shivalingawa lost her
husband
203

(Karabasayya) and her two children Dhundayya (son), Bhagawa
(daughter) and Sri Shivalingavva had to bear the burden of her
late husband.
Sri Shivalingavva studied upto 4th Standard in Marathi
medium. She had to take up the job of an embroidery teacher at
the age of 43 for Rs. 5/- per month due to the kindness and
influence of Ranisaheb of Jat Sansthana. In 1907 Madivalayya
and in 1916 Pavadeyya expired who used to look after Jangam
muth and property of Sri Shivalingavva. Sri Shivalingavva left
her mortal coil on 02/01/1930 at Jat due to cholera.
The Samadhi of Sri Shivalingavva is said to have been
established by Muragewa in 1933-34 at Jangam muth. Total area
of
the muth is around 70'W X 78' L. Samadhi of
Sri
Shivalingavva and its surrounding place is 11' W X 11' L.
One
contractor - the disciple of Prof. R. D. Ranade constructed the
wall near Samadhi and recently a slab with the help of the
disciples of Nimbargi Sampradaya has been built. It has been
proposed to construct 16' W X 16' L Mantap and 16' W X 7' L
Sadhana Mandir.
One famous merchant of - Jat has started
collecting the amount for its construction.
Muragewa seems to have adopted Sri Annayya Mahalingayya
Swami.
Sri Annayya Mahalingayya Swami is the present head of
the Jangam muth. The present head is about 60 years old and is
married. He is matriculate and founder of the high-school and
director of 'Friends association'.
His native place
is
Anantpur. Mother tongue of the present head is Kannada.
The
present head apart from Kannada knows Marathi, Hindi and
English.
When I visited this Muth on 09/10/1990 the present head of
Jangam Muth informed that he is not in favour of the formation
of public trust to look after the samadhi of Shivalingavva as
proposed by some. The reason was that the peace and serenity of
the Samadhi would be spoilt by drunkards and similar other
people.
He does not accept money from people for
the
maintainance or construction of the proposed site infront of
the samadhi of Sri Shivalingavva. Those who want to build the
same may do so at their own cost. The head of Jangam Muth
showed me in his house the spot where Sri Shivalingavva used to
sit for meditation hours together forgetting at times even her
food.
He also showed me some of the writings of Sri
Shivalingavva.

The present head of the Jangam muth is not yet initiated
into Nimbargi sampradaya. He, however, helps spiritual minded
people to take part in Bhajan and meditation etc,. He performs
Pooja (worship) of Samadhi of Sri Shivalingawa daily and to
have Darshan of that Samadhi daily 10-15 ladies come there and
on Mondays, Thursdays nearly 50 ladies come to have Darshana of
Samadhi and some to show Naivedya to Saunadhi. The present head
explained to me certain incidences whereby the poison due to
scoropine bite was reduced within five minutes after applying
Tirtha (Sacred water) of Samadhi of Shivalingawa.
Some annual programmes that take place in the Jangam
are as follows :

Muth

1. Shravana Saptah for one month. Nearly 50 disciples and
his family members take part. The present head of the muth
reads out Dasbodha during Shravana Saptah.
2.
Another Saptah is held from Kartik Shuddha Dashami to
Kartik Vadya Pratipada. On the last day 150-200 people partake
Prasad and the present head does not make any caste, class
distinction while distributing prasad and even Kurabas partke
in the prasad.
Now
a
biography
of
Sri
Shivalingawa
entitled
'Shivasharane Sri Shivalingawa (Chiritre and Sadhan Sopan)'
has been published in 1977 in Kannada (its Marathi version is
also available) by the Academy of Comparative Philosophy and
Religion. The author of this book is a disciple of Sri Amburao
Maharaj.
A few songs of Sri Shivalingawa are relayed
stations in Karnataka.

over

radio

10. ^ X SADGURD PHABBAJCAR gWAMl MAHARAJ MANPIR SQLAPURSri Sadguru Prabhakar Swami Maharaj Mandir is another main
centre of Inchageri Sampradaya situated in Urban Maharashtra
i.e., Solapur. It is named after the disciple of the saint of
Umadi - Sri Sadguru Prabhakar Maharaj (1860 - 15/02/1957).
Sadguru Prabhakar Maharaj was born at Bankapur in Dharwad
district in the Karhade Atri Brahmin family. Though he had
education only upto 4th standard in Kannada he knew Marathi,
Hindi, English. He was unmarried.
£ofr

Sadguru Prabhakar Maharaj was imparted with 'Gayatri
Mantra' at the time of his initiation. Having heard the voice
from the sky (Akashwani) he left the house and came to Bijapur.
He was asked to perform 'Maruti Aradhana' when he was hardly
10-11 years old. Maruti is said to have given him Darshan.
Later he came in contact with a Lingayat Guru
Sri Guru
Basappayya Swami and performed his 'seva'. Sri Guru Basappayya
Lingayat Swami blessed Sri Sadguru Prabhakar Maharaj with a
Musalmani Mantra ~ Ya Alhah Ho Kafi, Ya Alhah Ho Shafi,
Ya
Alh2Lh Ho Mafi. After uttering this Mantra and counting the
beads of rosary once Sri Prabhakar Maharaj was directed to say
'Yakhatun'. He had Darshana of Fakir, Dattatraya, and Sri Ram.
However, he had the burning desire for Nirguna
Bhakti.
'Akashwani' directed Sri Prabhakar Maharaj to go to Inchageri.
At inchageri he was blessed with a secret mantra by the saint
of Umadi. Finally, he was blessed with a Mokshaguru in Nimbargi
Sampradaya.
There is a close resemblance between the life of Sri
Prabhakar Maharaj and another disciple of the saint of Umadi
Radhabai Limaye (1857 Baroda 27th Feb.- 1939 Pawas Samadhi) so
for as initiation into Nimbargi Sampradaya is concerned.
Radhabai Limayea widow performed Saguna Bhakti in the form of
Wari to Pandharpur on every Ekadashi and heard Pravachana of
Kotnis Maharaj at Sangli and blessed with Nam by Tukaram
Maharaj at Amalanakar muth. Later she was blessed with divine
mantra by the saint of Umadi who beccime her Moksha Guru. She is
said to have initiated about 100 disciples as per the divine
direction of the saint of Umadi. Sri Prabhakar Maharaj is said
to have initiated about 5000 disciples. Inamadar Guruji like
his spiritual master Sri Prabhakar Maharaj is said to have
initiated 8-10 thousand disciples without the help of any
messenger.
Now the priest gives
instruction
regarding
meditation and offers rosary of beads to the persons who want
to get initiated touching the finger of the idol of Sri
Prabhakar Maharaj at Solapur. According to this novel method
nearly 1000 followers are said to be initiated every year but
no official record is kept of the initiated at Sri Prabhakar
Swamy Maharaj Mandir. Sri Prabhakar Swami Maharaj's samadhi is
at Devar Nimbargi.
Sri Sadguru Prabhakar Swami Maharaj Mandir was constructed
soon after the demise of Sri Prabhakar Maharaj and is about
10,000 Sq. ft. When I visited this Mandir on 04/10/90 the
construction of the Sadhana Mandir (meditation hall) similar to

Zo&

that of Vivekanand Memorial Rock was almost on the verge of
completion at the estimated cost of about Rs. 2 lakhs.
This
centre is thinking in terms of constructing rooms for the
followers in the Mandir.
The doors of Sri Prabhakar Swami Maharaj Mandir are kept
open to one and all from 5-30 a.m. to 10 p.m. A few Muslim
disciples take a leading role in Bhajan. Some Lambanis also
participate in Bhajan. Daily programmes in the Mandir are as
per in most of the centres of Inchageri Sampradaya i.e. Trikal
Bhajan (Bhajan three times). One can do meditation any time.
But the initiated person has to take at least 3 vows at the
time of initiation namely not to touch other's wealth and women
and not to deceive any body (Vishwas Ghat Karu Naye). I have
observed the rosary of beads (mostly green plastic)
in the
hands or pockets of the most of the disciples gathered at
Mandir.
Nearly 4 to 5 thousand Sadhakas visit to the Mandir
daily. When I paid a casual visit to this on the evening of
3rd Oct. 1990 nearly 20 disciples took an active part in the
Bhajan in which there were 15 males, 4 women and one girl.
Thursday is the most important day in the week and on Thursday
in addition to the Bhajan there is recitation of Dasabodh.
Every alternate Sunday the rituals in the Yajna Kunda are
performed. On Thursdays and Sundays the number of visitors is
more than on other week days.
About 22 special festivals at Sri Prabhakar Maharaj Mandir
take place of the saints and gods and at times of the saints of
non-Nimbargi Sampradaya too.
1.
2.
3.

Sri Raghunanathapriya Sadhu Maharja
Chaitra Shuddha 3.
Sri Gurulingjangam Maharaj
Chaitra Shuddha 13.
Sri Tikotikar Swami Maharaj
Chaitra Vadya 6.
(Sri Tikotikar Maharaj though not initiated into Nimbargi
Sampradaya formally was closely associated with the saint
of Umadi).
4. Sri Akkalkot Swami Maharaj
Chairta Vadya 13.
5. Sri Pujya Inamadar Guruji
Vaishakh Shuddha 10.
6. Sri Gurubasappa Swami Maharaj
Jyeshta Shddha 1.
7. Sri Godhadbaba Swami Maharaj
Ashadha Vadya 11.
8. Sri Sant Namadev Maharaj
Ashadh Vadya 13.
9. Sri Gajanan Maharaj, Shegaon
Bhadrapad Vadya 11.
10. Sri Guru Yashodamai Inamadar
Bhadrapad Vadya 11.
11. Sri Sant Jnanaeswar Maharaj
Kartik Vadya 13.
12. Sri Manik Prabhu Maharaj
Marga Shirsha Suddha :
207

Table No. 10

SARVAJANIK TRUST NO A-6B0 PRABHAKAR SMMI HMWA3

SL

POSITION IN

NO

THE TRUST

i

SEX

i ASE

i MARITAL i LANSUA8ES
1 KNOWN

1 STATUS

WWBIR SOLAPUR

EDUCA-

! OCCUPATION 1 CASTE/

TION

I
i

; NATIVE

SUB CASTE , PLACE

ilNITIATEB
i

YBE/ND

i

les

Soiapur i

Ves

> Soiapur i

res

}
1

1

i

Chief Trustee; Male

i

£)0

1 Married IMarathi, Hindi,
iEnglish

B.A;

1

1
1

i
1
1
i

Retired
Land cord
Recorder
OHicer

t
1

i

1 Maratha

i Soiapur
I
J

1

1

1 Brahain

i

j

2.

HanaqinQ

1 Male

Trustee

1
:t

i

62

I Married IMarathi, Hindi,
i English

B.A:

J

i Retired
! OHicer
i (LIC)

i
t

:
1

1
I

1

\
I

1

i
1
•

•!>•

Trustee

; Male

i

45

i Married iMarathi, Hindi,
1

Matric

1 English

i Assistant
i

, Siapi

to C.A:

I

i

1

!
1

1

4.

Trustee

1 Male

i

45

i Harried iMarathi, Hindi,
lEnglish

Matric

••

i

!
i
!
1

Sasple
Surveyor
Cotton
Hill

Maratha

1

1

Soiapur :

Yes

1

:

1

1

1
1

i

1

C

Trustee

i Male

i

56

1 Married iMarathi, Hindi,

Matric

!

•

i

lEngliBh
!

t

2 0 5?

B u s i n e s s m e n > Siepi

1

Soiapur i

Yes

13. Sri Gondavale Maharaj
14. Sri Umadi Bhausaheb Maharaj
15. Sri Sadguru Prabhakar Swami Maharaj
For Punyatithi of Sri Prabhakar Swami
approximately 20,000 persons and car
in Solpur.
16. Sri Ramadas Swami Maharaj
17. Sri Sant Tukaram Maharaj
18. Sri Ekanath Maharaj
19. Sri Rcimanavami
20. Sri Hanuman Jayanti
21. Sri Gokul Ashtami/Sri Krishna Janma
22. Sri Dattatraya Jayanti
(Poornima)

Marga Shirsha Vadya 10
Magha shuddha 3.
Magha Vadya 1.
Maharaj there will be
festival takes place
Magh Vadya 9.
Phalgun Vadya 2.
Phalgun Vadya 6.
Chaitra Suddha 9.
Chaitra Shudda 15.
Sharavan Vadya 8.
Magrashirsha 15.

On the occasions of most of the festivals nearly 2
thousand disciples take an active part.

to

3

There is no direct connection between the Mandir and
politics.
A Congress-I M.P.,is an admirer of Sri. Prabhakar
Maharaj. He represents Pandharpur constituency and visits Sri
Prabhakar Maharaj Swami Mandir occasionally.
Former town
planning minister and some Bharatiya Janata Party members too
visit the Mandir.
In the
published

name of the Mandir about 3 books in

Marathi

are

1. Sri Prabhakar Swami Maharaj : First edition 1970 Second
1976 by Sri K.G.Deshmukh.
2. Abhanga Gatha.
3. Sri Guru Prabhakar Maharaj Sampradayic Bhajan.

The Bhajan is almost on the line of Inchageri Sampradaya
but a few songs are in the praise of Sri Prabhakar Maharaj.
This is true in the other centres of Inchageri Sampradaya.
Each centre praises its own Guru (the spiritual).
The Public trust was formed on 24/09/1970 under the
sarvajanik Trust No. A 680. The main reason for the formation
of the Public trust of Sri Prabhakar Swami Maharaj Mandir
Solapur is to organise the followers in the absence of a
charismatic leader on the demise of spiritual teachers like Sri
Prabhakar Maharaj and Sri Inamdar Guruji. The details about
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the trust are given in the Table No. -10. This is as per
oral information given to me on 04/10/1990 at Solapur.

the

All the trustees are males, married and they come under
the age group of 45 - 65. All of them know Marathi, Hindi and
English.
Out of 5 trustees two are Arts graduates and .3 of
them
are
Matriculates.
They
come
from
different
Professional/occupational backgrounds such as land
record
officer (Retd; LIC (Retd. Officer), an assistant to chartered
accountant,
Sample
surveyor in the
cotton
mill,
the
businessman.
Two of them are Marathas, two others are Simpis
and one is a Brahmin. The native place of all of them is
Solapur. Three persons are initiated by Sri Prabhakar Maharaj
and two others are initiated by Sri Inamdar Guruji.
The trust does not run any
schools, colleges, hospitals etc,.

other

institutions

like

The approximate regular annual income of the trust is Rs.
60 to 70 thousand.
Donations and offerings are the main
sources of income. Two to three hundred Pentis of Jaggery, 4050 wheat bags, 5-6 rice bags are offered by the devotees to the
Mandir.
Some take up on a voluntary basis the repair and
painting and other work of the Mandir.
The centre/trust spends money usually on the worshipping,
servants' salaries. Municipal taxes, and electric charges,
maintainance, feeding the disciples during festivals and other
miscellaneous matters.
Sri Prabhakar
Swami Maharaj
Mandir
has two
subcentres
(i) Sri Prabhakar Maharaj Mandir, Avasari, Tal:
Ambegaon Dist: Pune. It is about 60 Kms away from Pune.
This
sub-centre is run by the spiritual leader Amritrao Vagmare.
The area of this Mandir is around 5000 Sq. Ft. (ii) There is
said to be another sub-centre at Bhadra (Tal: Ausa, Dist:
Lathur). Details of this sub-centre are not yet known.

ll.gSBI SADGURO SAMARTHA SIDPHALIMGESWAR MDTH/HIRE
MOTH SUKSHETRA z KAMMUR
Kannur is a village in Bijapur district which is about 16
miles north of Bijapur. At Kannur Sri Sadguru Siddhalingeswar
muth (Hire muth Sukshetra) was established soon after the
ZiO

demise of Sri Siddhalingayya Swami (1861 - 12/01/1937)
disciple of the saint of Umadi.

-

the

Sri Siddhalingayya Swami was born at Kannur in 1861 in a
Lingayat Jangam family. His parents were Sri Channabasayya
Swami Hiremuth and Smt Gangamma. He spent his childhood at
Kotyal village. Once in a cave near Kotyal village a cobra is
said to have advised Siddhalingayya to go and settle down at
Kannur and to have initiation from Sadguru.
Siddalingayya
Swami was initiated by the saint of Umadi.
Once
the saint of Umadi lifted the hand
of
Sri
Siddhalingayya Swami at the time of Bhajan indicating that one
should not receive anything from others. The hand is there to
give something to others. Thereafter, the well was dug in the
field of Siddhalingayya Swami and he never suffered from
poverty.
Sri Siddhalingayya Swami and Sri Giri Malleshwar Maharaj
together spread the devotion while living in Prapancha.
Even
in the evening of his life Sri Siddhalingayya Swami spread the
devotion and expired on 12/01/1937, and the scathedral of him
has been built in the field itself by his son Sri Sachhidanand
Swami.
The Saptah is held for five days from Marga shirshya vadya
11 to new moon day (Ella Amavasya).
The Saptahas were
conducted by the wife of Sri Siddhalingayya Swami i.e., the
mother of Sri Sachhidanand Swami. She left her mortal coil on
01/09/1957 entrusting the work of conducting Saptahas smoothly
and asking her son to lead a moral life, to treat other
people's wives (parastris) as mothers, the guests as gods. Smt
Channamma's scathedral is to the left side of the scathedral
(Gaddduge) of Sri Siddhalingayya Swami.
Sri ChannammaTai's Saptah is held.
Shuddha Ashtami.

It ends on

Bhadrapad

Sri Sachhidanand Swami is said to have spread devotion not
only in Bombay Karnataka area but also in some parts of
Hyderabad Karnataka and Goa. He expired on 15/10/1982.
There
is also the scathedral by the side of his parents of Sri
Sachhidanand
Swami (01/01/1915
to
15/10/1982).
Sri
Sachhidanand Swami's Saptah is held at Hire muth like the two
Saptahas of his parents for 3 days. It ends on a new moon day

(Mahalaya Amavasya). The most popular Saptah is probably that
of Sri Siddhalingayya Swami. Nearly 6000 disciples gather in
the field who come from Goa state, Raichur, Dharwad and
Belgaum, Bijapur and other districts. Most of the disciples
are from Karnataka and though a vast portion of Inchageri
sampradayic Bhajan is in Marathi. It (Bhajan) is published in
Kannada script.
The daily programmes in the Hire muth are as usual in the
other centres of Inchageri Sampradaya. There is Kakadarati at 5
a.m., meditation in the evening and night. There is trikal
(three times) Bhajan.
Daily 15-20 persons participate in such
programmes.
On

Mondays and Thursdays more persons participate in the
daily programmes.
Full moon day and new moon day are also
considered to be auspicious occasions.
The
present head of Hire muth is Nutan Sri
S.S.
Siddhalingayya Shivayogigalu.
He is the grandson of Sri
Siddalingayya Swami and is about 56 years of age. He is Hindu
Lingayat Jangam and is married. He has passed his mulki (7th
Std. examination). His mother-tongue is Kannada but he also
knows Marathi and Hindi. His occupation is agrilcture.
There is no direct connection of Hire muth with any
political party. The present leader has maintained a very
cordial relationship with Sri Guruputrappa Maharaj and Sri
Ganapatrao Maharaj -present heads of Inchageri Sukhetra, Kannur
(Shanti Kutir) respectively.
The disciples offer something to Hire muth in terms of cash
and utensils etc., and these are used for them.
Sri Viraktananad Shivayogi - a close relative of Nutan
Sri S.S. Siddhalingayya Shivayogi is also said to have spread
the devotion among people. Most of the sub-centres of Sri
Siddhalingayya Swami line are in rural areas like Langaon,
Mushtigeri,
Kabbalgeri,
Hebballi,
Tadahal,
Tirlapur,
Jinapur, Sonna and Uppaldini.
The Hire muth runs some educational institutions.
For
instance in Goa there is a convent school which is run by the
Hire muth Kannur. This oral information was given to me by the
present head of Hire muth at Kannur on 08/10/1990.

Some of the books published by Hire Muth or other
institutions associated with Hire muth Kannur are in Kannada.
1. Bhajan Male
2. Guru bodhamrit
Some miracles
are attributed to the life of
Sri
Siddhalingayya Swami in thie work ('Guru Bodhamrit') such as
making the dead child and ox come back to life, feeding the
people when there was no food, making an unrepairable car
start, giving sight to the blind, making the lame walk, barren
women were blessed with children
3. Sri Sukshetra Sri S.S.Sachhidanand Shivayogigal 'Amritvani'
4. Sri S.S. Shiddhalinga Shivayogigalugal Puranavu.

1 2 . ^ 1 SADGDRO SAMARTHA RHATIRAmeR MAHARAJAH MUTH - BIJAPUR
Sri sadguru Samartha Bhausaheb Maharaj muth is established
by Sri Anjutgi Venkatrao Maharaj (Vaishnava Brahmin of Uttaradi
muth) around 1938 at the instance of his rich disciple Sri
Kisanlal Shedaji Baheti (Sri Kisanlal Shedaji Baheti handed
over the place near Ram and Shanidev temples at Bijapur for
Inchageri Sampradayic Bhajan and meditation).
To be more
precise it may be stated that there is Pandurang Mandir
(temple) just by the side of Shanidevar and Ramdev temples at
Bijapur where Padukas of Sri Narasihma Saraswati Maharaj are
founded and the photos of several present and past Maharaja's
(spiritual teachers) of Nimbargi Sampradaya are kept.
This
Pandurang Mandir itself is Sri Sadguru Samartha Bhausaheb
Maharajar muth.
The total area of
Sri Sadguru
Samartha
Bhausaheb
Maharajar muth Bijapur (a district place in Karnataka) is
around 30'L X 40' W. There is a kitchen and a room for
meditation in addition to the above mentioned area.
The founder of Sri Sadguru Samartha Bhausaheb Maharajar
muth
- Sri Anjutgi Maharaj (05/06/1887 - 07/11/50) was
initiated in 1909 by the saint of Umadi as Sri Anjutgi Maharaj
wanted to have spiritual support to bear or overcome the pain
of cirrhosis of liver (udar rog).
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In 1916 he resigned his clerical job which he had accepted
in 1906 i.e., one year after his matriculation and marriage in
1905 and started initiating the spiritual aspirants as directed
by the saint of Umadi in the divine vision. In 1916 he got
constructed the muth at Basavan Bagewadi but left it soon as he
thought he would develop ego for having constructed the muth
and handed over the muth to Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj and
went to Anjutgi and later settled down at Bijapur around 1940.
Horti Ramarao Maharaj, Sri Pandurang Maharaj, and Sri
Dattopant Maharaj and some others were closely associated with
Sri Sadguru Samartha Bhausaheb Marajar muth - the main centre
and hence with Sri Anjutgi Maharaj. All the above mentioned
spiritual teachers and some other spiritual teachers
of
Inchageri Sampradaya like Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj and Sri
Girimalleshwar Maharaj started spreading devotion in and around
Bijapur.
Near the Railway station of Tadavalaga Sri Horti
Ramarao Maharaj is said to have established Sri Sadguru
Samartha Bhausahebar muth.
When I visited Sri Sadguru Samartha Bhausaheb Maharajar
muth-Bijapur
on 7-10-90 and on some other occasions some
devotees gathered there of Sri Anjutgi Maharaj line, Sri
Siddharameshwar Maharaj line, Sri Siddhalingayya Swami line,Sri
Pandurang Maharaj line talked to me about the spiritual
advancement of one of the sons of Sri Anjutgi Maharaj (died at
a young age). Sri Anjutgi Maharaj left his mortal coil in the
house of his Marawadi disciple (the place where he breathed his
last is still shown) on 7-11-1950. He was cremeted at Padagatti
2 Kms away from Bijapur and a Samadhi was built there. In
places like Anjutgi, Ballolli, there are sub-centres of Sri
Anjutgi Maharaj line.
Some daily and special spiritual programmes
the main centre - Sri Sadguru Samartha Bhausaheb
Bijapur and its subcenters like Anjutgi and
daily programmes and special programmes of the
main muth are presented below.

Pally

FroffrqnmfiB

1. Kakadarati
2. Pooja
3. Morning Bhajan and Dasbodha vachan

^H

take place in
Maharajar muth
Ballolli. The
aforementioned

5 A.M.
7 A.M.
10-30 A.M.

4. Afternoon Bhajan
5. Night Bhajan

5 P.M.
9 P.M.

Thefe will be half an hour meditation before the starting
of Bhajan. Daily around 8-10 persons participate and when I
participated in some of the daily programmes at times the
number of the participants for morning and afternoon Bhajans
was even less than 8 and there was not a single lady disciple.
But lady disciples do take part only occasionally and their
number is quite limited. People of different castes gather for
Bhajan and other programmes. Some followers of other lines of
Nimbargi-Sampradaya too visit this muth occasionally. Sri
Ganapatrao Maharaj (Shantikutir - Kannur) of Sri Siddharameswar
Maharaj line frequently visits this muth and gives discourse on
spiritual matters (Pravachanas). Many have talked to me that
there a drastic cut not only in the number of the disciples but
in their devotion. Indiscipline these days in this centre.
When Sri Anjutgi maharaj was there, to listen to his Pravachana
the hall was almost full and nearly 150-200 disciples used to
gather there every day-ladies and gents in almost equal number.
On Thursdays the number of participants is around 50.

Special-
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1. Sri Samartha Ramdas Swami Maghavadya Navami - 9.
2. Sri Sadguru Samartha Bhausaheb Maharaj's Magh Shuddha
Tritiya Saptah. - Nearly 400-500 desciples participate.
3. Sri S. S. Guruling Jangam Maharaj's
Saptah. - Chaitra
Shuddha Trayodashi (13).
4. Sri Ramrao Maharaj's Saptaha Ashadh Vadya Panchami (5)
(Horti).
5. Sri S. S. Venkatrao Maharaj's Saptaha. - Ashwin Vadya
Gurudwadashi (2).
This Saptaha is also held at Anjutgi (a village in Indi
Taluka on Ghanagapur Pandharpur road) where 4-5 thousand
Sadhakas from Surrounding places gather. At Ballolli there is
also a matt constructed recently in the name of Sri Anjutgi
Maharaj where nearly 1000 disciples participate on
this
occasion.
But in the main centre at Bijapur 500 - 800
disciples participate in this Saptaha.
6. Sri Dattopant Maharaj's Saptaha
2.15

Ashwni Suddha Ashthami (8)

7. Sri
S. S. Siddharameshwar Maharaj's Saptah Aswin Vadya
Ekadasi (11).
8. Sri S.S. Girimalleshwar Maharaj Magh Shuddha Chaturthi (4).
9. Sri Raghunath Priya Maharaja's saptah.
At present this centre is run by the grandson of Sri
Kisanlal.
He is married, matriculate and Hindu Marawadi.
Marawadi is the mother-tongue of this person. He knows Marathi,
Hindi, English and Kannada. He is around 41 years old.
He
runs a petrol bunk. The birth place of this person is Bijapur
and he is the resident of the same place.
He has some
connection with Vishwa Hindu Parished.
Trust has not been formed of Sri Sadguru
Samartha
Bhausaheb Maharaj muth Bijapur. The head of this centre bears
the expenses of the muth although some persons offer some coins
etc., before the padukas of Sri Narsihma Saraswati Maharaj and
some relatives of Sri Dattopant Maharaj offer food grains on
the occasion of Saptah of Sri Dattopant Maharaj.
This muth does not run any
schools, colleges and hospitals.

other

institutions

like

The son Sri Anjutgi Maharaj who is a retired teacher has
written a biography on his father which is ready for the
publication.
He was kind enough to show me the unpublished
biography of his late father and some of his articles published
in
1) 'Shanti Kutir Sadesh' Traimasik dated
03/06/1985
2) 'Sanhdrshan' (weekly) Bijapur dated 18th June and of
16/06/1988 which contain some poems composed by Sri Anjutgi
Maharaj and handwriting of sri Anjutgi Maharaj. These articles
highlight some of the miracles performed by sri Anjutgi Maharaj
and some others such as giving Darashana in different places at
the same time, and making the dead alive, eye sight to the
blind, bringing rain at Anjutgi during draught, blessing the
barren women with children. From the ash of his hand he could
drive away the disembodied spirits and toxic effects of snakes
and cured leprosy and offered by preparing local medicines free
of cost to patients. The writer is the disciple of the
saint
of puttapurti. (I have observed the photographs of this saint
of Puttapurti and other saints outside of Nimbargi Sampradaya
in some residences of followers of Nimbargi
Sampradaya.
However, some followers of Nimbargi Sampradaya have expressed
their unhappiness over giving undue importance to performance
of miracles in spiritual life).

13.

Sri Siddharameshwar Mahara.iar muth, Basavana Bagewadi

Basavan Bagewadi is about 25 miles South-east of Bijapur
and about 12 miles north-east of Telgi (Basavan Bagewadi Road)
Railway station.
Basavan Bagewadi is the birth place of
Basaveshwar - the founder of Veerasaivism movement.
Elsewhere, it has been mentioned that Sri Anjutgi
got this muth constructed and later handed it over
spiritual brother (Guru bandhu) - Shri Siddharameshwar
- the disciple of the saint of Umadi.

Maharaj
to his
Maharaj

Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj was born at Patri - a village
near Solapur in Maharashtra in 1888. Although he had little
schooling he earned the name as a clerk under famous merchant
at Bijapur Narayan Das. He came in contact with the saint of
Umadi through his friend and got initiated on Saturday.
Prior
to that the saint of Umadi used to initiate only on Mondays and
Thursdays
and then onwards the saint of Umadi
started
initiating on Saturdays too.
Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj belongs to a Kunbi caste.
A
Jati called Kunbi is generally ranked below the farmer
military Jatis called Maratha . He is a widely travelled
person in India and has disciples from far off places. He is
said to have initiated thousands of people. He knew Marathi,
Hindi, Gujarathi, Kannada and he was a powerful orator. He is
said to have attained a great spiritual height and spread
Vedanta as told by the saint of Umadi and he left his mortal
coil at Bombay in 1936, when he was hardly 48.
The Samadhi of Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj is at Sri
Siddharameshwar Maharaj muth - Basavan Bagewadi. At the time
of sunrise on 1858 Shake/Soka Margashisha Shuddha trayodashi
his Samadhi was established there. At present in this muth
there are Scunadhis of Sri Gurupadeshwar Maharaj - the disciple
of
Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj, and Sri
Siddharameshwar
Maharaj, and of the saint of Umadi.
There are about 40 rooms attached to the aforesaid muth.
Most of the rooms are rented out to students and a few have
been used for official and other such purposes. The area of
this main centre is around 100' L X 100' W and of Samadhis 35'
L X 35' W.
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Adrishya Kadasiddheswar Maharaj normally stays in the muth
and
he is a Junior Swami of the present
Sri
Muppin
Kadasiddheswar Maharaj - Siddhagiri.
The trust was formed on 01/11/1975 and the name of the
trust is Shri Sadguru Samartha Siddharameshwar Maharajar Trust
Sri S. S. Siddharameshwar Maharaja's muth taluk Basavan
Bagewadi, Dist. Bijapur,
Trust No. A-1728.
The managing
committee is composed of the following persons and details
about them is presented in the Table No.-11.
All the members of the trust are males and come under the
age group of 45-90. Out of seven members 3 are unmarried, two
are married and no information regarding the marital status on
the remaining two is available. Four members know both Kannada
and Marathi and one knows only Marathi and the two others know
Kannada but not Marathi. Almost all the members are literates
and two of them are spiritual teachers (one is the present
head/pointiff of the original seat of Nimbargi Sampradaya who
is the disciple of Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj) and another is
a spiritual teacher (the present head of Shanti Kuteer
Kannur).
Three members hail from rural areas while the
remaining persons are from urban areas. Three members hail
from Maharashtra and four from Karnataka. Nearly 4 members are
Lingayats, 2 are Marathas and one is a Brahmin.
All members
seem to have been initiated into Nimbargi Sampradaya of Sri
Siddharameshwar Maharaj line.
The Secretary is the most active person in running the
aforesaid
muth and he carries out activities of the muth on
the instructions from the spiritual teachers who are in the
trust.
The approximate income of this muth is Rs.2000/- per
month. The main sources of income are the rent (the rooms are
given on rent) and food grains and other things offered by the
devotees - This oral information is given to me at the muth on
30/12/1991.
The daily programme in the muth is as in many other
centres of Inchageri Sampradaya such as Kakadarati and Trikal
Bhajan.
Meditation programme is in the evening and afternoon
and half an hour meditation after Kakadarati. Daily 4 to 5
persons who stay in the muth participate. On Thursdays and new

moon days the number of the disciples taking part in the ritual
is around 10 to 15.
Special Festivals
1. Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaja's Punyatithi Saptaha
five days from Ashwini Vadya Saptami to Ekadasi.

is

for

Nearly 1000 people assemble for this Saptaha from Bombay,
Calcutta, Kolhapur, Solapur, Nasik, Goa, Karwar and other
places and they come mostly in buses and trucks.
Normally Sadhakas carry with them plates and
cups.
Marawadis, Brahmins, Lingayats, Marathas and people of other
castes also participate including a few Muslims who even come
from Dubai.
When I raised the question to the informant at
muth on 30/12/1991 regarding the castes of participants, he got
wild and told me 'come and observe during Saptaha' we do not
ask this question at all to the participants. However, he said
that the Sadhakas' age is above 28 and the number of lady
participants is somewhat more.
The accommodation of the
participants during the Saptaha is arranged
in educational
institutions. Personal meditation rather than group meditation
is given importance.
2. Guru Poornima : This Saptaha is from Trayodasi to Poornima
for 3 days. people mostly from Karnataka come in two S.T.
buses.
3. Bharat Hunnime (Poornima) : This is from
Trayodasi to
full moon day of Sri Gurupadeshwar Maharaja's Saptaha and about
1000 people gather mostly from all over Bijapur district.
Besides, the muth celebrates Kartik Deepotsava and during
Shravana Dasbodha of Sri Samartha Ramadas Swami will be read
out completely.
Some of the prominent disciples of Sri
Maharaj (dead and living) are the following.
1)
2)
3)
4)

Sri
Sri
Sri
Sri

Ranchod Maharaj - Karwar
Gurupadeshwar Maharaj - Basavan Bagewadi.
Sadananda Maharaj - Goregaon, Bombay.
Dhondopant Maharaj - Solapur

Siddharameshwar

5) Sri Nisargdutt Maharaj, Bombay
6) Sri Nirbhidananda Maharaj - Bombay.
7) Sri Sadguru Kadasiddheshwar Maharaj,
near Kolhapur.

Siddhagiri

muth-

(One pointiff of Kadasiddha line is said to have initiated
the saint of Nimbargi and the present head is regarded as 26th
pointiff and 27th would be his junior swami.)
8) Sri Sadguru Datt Maharaj - Agra.
9) S.S. Balakrishna Maharaj Dingar - Ali Nasik.
10) S.S. Taisaheb Maharaj - Amadosi.
11) Sri Ranjit Maharaj - Bombay.
12) S.S. Ganapatrao Maharaj - Kannur.
It seems from the above list that most of the disciples
who have become spiritual leaders are from Bombay. By way of
examples we briefly consider the sub-centre established by Sri
Ganapatrao Maharaj Kannur, and Sri Siddhagiri muth - near
Kolhapur of Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj line.

The founder of Shanti Kutir is Sri Sadguru Ganapatrao
Maharaj (1909 ). Sri Ganapatrao Maharaj (a Deshastha
Brahmin) is initiated by Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj (Kunbi by
caste) in early childhood due to spiritual inclination of Sri
Ganapatrao Maharaj.
The construction work of Shanti Kuteer was started in 1958
in the own land of Sri Ganapatrao Maharaj. By 1961, the main
portion of Shanti Kutir was completed and a big building was
constructed in the next 8 years.
The expenses of
the
construction were borne by Sri Ganapatrao Maharaj.
Sadguru Seva Samiti was formed in 1970 and it purchased the
land worth 4 acres infront of Shantikuteer and about 60 rooms
were built up with the help of the amount contributed by the
devotees for their own accommodation. There are 20 bath rooms,
20 lavatories and one big water tank. All these are there in
Bhakta Nivas.

the

There is an idol of Lord Shiva near the water tank and to
ri'ght and left sides of Mahadwaras idols of Srikrishna
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Uddhava, Lord Shiva, Bhagawan Vishnu in the form of Hans can be
seen.
In the Patangana of Bhakta Nivas there are rooms for
accommodation, post office. After crossing the road infront of
Patangana of Bhaktanivas - there is a pravachana Mantap.
On
the top of the Mantap the idol of Saraswati has been installed.
About 2,500 sadhakas can sit there and can listen the discourse
from Vyasapitha infront of the idol of Bhagawan Dattatraya. On
the wall of Pravachana mandir the pictures of some gods, some
saints including those of Nimbargi Sampradaya are drawn. There
is also Bhojan Shala.
The present spiritual leader/head of Shanti Kutir is of
course Sri Ganapatrao Maharaj (a science graduate) who commands
respect not only within his centre but also outside.
He is
unmarried. His mother-tongue is Kannada, and he has proficiency
over Marathi, Sanskrit, Hindi and English.
He has written
several books on spiritual matters. The arrangement for the
translation of his discourse (Pravachana) is there on special
occasions in Hindi to enable some of the Sadhakas who come
there from North India to understand the pravachan.
In 1980 or so with a view to promote charity, education,
literature, science, fine arts, to organize
Pravachanas,
Kirtanas, construction of the building, to publish books,
journals, to render medical service etc., the trust was formed.
When I paid a visit to 'Shanti Kutir' the informant could not
give further authentic and detailed information about the
trust.
No authentic information was also available on the
approximate income of Shanti Kutir and its expenses.
However,
it seems to be economically sound institution. Some relatives,
devotees, and admirers of Sri Ganapatrao maharaj offer food
grains, money, utensils and make arrangements and the same has
been used for Sadhakas.
No record of the number of the
initiated is kept.
Following are the norms to be followed at Shanti Kutir.
1. As soon as devotees reach the Ashram, they should meet the
manager and inform about their place, number of devotees,
duration of the stay etc.; The manager will hand over the key,
room or cupboard in the big hall if available on depositing the
required amount.

2. Those who come from outside are permitted to stay in the
Ashram for a couple of days and those who want to stay for a
longer period should seek the permission of the spiritual
teacher.
3. Like the inmates of the Ashram those who come from outside
should render the service to the Ashram at least for an hour in
a day and they should receive directions from the secretary in
this respect.
4. Those who come from outside should take
Bhajan four times. The details are as below.
4.30 A.M.
4.30 A.M.

to 5.30 A.M.

5.30 A.M.

11.30 A.M. to 12.00 Noon
5.30 P.M.
8.00 P.M. to 9.00 P.M.

part

in

the

Waking up at the sound of the Bell.
One should finish mouth
washing,
toilet and other such activities.
(Devotional songs are relayed).
Kakadarati (Bell will be given. All
should assemble in Bhajan Griha and
perform Kakadarati and Samuhik Dhyan
(meditation in group) will be there
for an hour.
Afternoon Bhajan.
Nirupana and Bhajan of evening.
Night Bhajan.

5. Tea is served twice and food is given at the scheduled time.
6. One should not waste time in chatting worldly and political
matters. They should talk very little and concentrate on
meditation.
7. Devotees may write their opinions in the visiting books kept
in the office of the Ashram.
8. Visitors to the Ashram should take up the
of their bags and baggages.

responsibilities

9. Things that are taken from the Ashram should be replaced in
the places from where they were taken.
10. They should go to the bathrooms and lavatories as per
directions.
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11. Devotees should not cause any damage to the things that are
kept in the rooms and should keep them clean and neat and throw
waste in the dust bin. In the rooms they shouldn't smoke
cigar, beedi and consume intoxicated drinks and drugs.
Devotees are requested by the Secretary of the Ashram
follow the above mentioned rules and regulations.

to

On Thursdays the number of followers is more than other
week days.
On Thursdays the followers in the Ashram are 50
approximately.

Spepiftl Festivals
1.

From Chaitra Shuddha Pratipade to Ramanavami for 9 days. Nearly 2-3 thousand sadhakas participate and most of them
come from Karnataka and Maharashtra, men and women in almost
equal number.
2. From Shravana Shuddha Pratipade to Bhadrapad
Shuddha
Chaturti is for one month and on last day 10,000 people
assemble.
People from Karnataka and Maharashtra and quite a
few from places like Calcutta, Delhi, Agra and Tamil Nadu
gather.
Pravachanas
sometimes their

will be both in Marathi and
translation into Hindi.

Kannada,

with

3. Datta Jayanti : The three days Saptaha on Trayodashi,
Chaturdashi, Poornima is held and people mostly from Bijapur
district
in
Karnataka, Solapur, Bombay and
Pune
from
Maharashtra assemble. Their number is around 1000.
Most of the devotees that gather on special occasions are
urban people although this centre has attracted devotees from
both rural and urban areas. Some Muslim local workers have
also become devotees of this muth and their percentage among
the local followers of this sub-centre is said to be 4 to 5
percent approximately.
Shanti Kutir has no direct political connection with any
political party.
It has published about 40 books as on
8/10/1990.
Shanti Kutir publishes quarterly both in Marathi
and Kannada and the nsime of the journal is "Shanti Kutir

Sandesh' Regd.
No.36679/79.
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Shanti Kutir is a spiritual sub-centre which has its own
sub-centres in places like Kakamari at Athani Taluk of Belgaum
district, Bhakta Kutir at Arjanal (Indi Taluka), Anand kutir at
Bhandar Kouthe (Solapur district), Seva Kutir at Adee Budrak
near Pune.

SIDDHAGIRI (ESPECIALLY AS A SUg-CBNTRB QF
SRI SIDDHARAMESHWAR MAHARAJ LINE)
There are several sub-centres of Sri Siddharameshwar
Maharaj line in places like Ankola (Vedanta Mandir), Sajjangad,
Chafal, Mahabaleshwar, Kannur, Agra, Bombay. No record
of
them is kept. Some sub-centres have their own sub-centres.
Siddhagiri is to be viewed as not only a Mulapitha (original
centre) of Nimbargi Sampradaya but also as a sub-centre of Sri
Siddharameshwar Maharaj line of Inchageri sampradaya.
The
present head/spiritual teacher/pointiff is an ardent disciple
of Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj. Hereafter some information
regarding
the manner in which the present pointiff
of
Siddhagiri (Kaneri muth) became the follower of Nimbargi
Sampradaya will be given.
Shivappa - disciple of Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj once
paid a visit to Siddhagiri muth. He went to Siddhagiri without
wearing a 'Linga' (phallic) even though he was a Lingayat. The
present pointiff asked Shivappa regarding this.
Shivappa
replied to the present pointiff that his spiritual teacher has
given him Sukshama Linga (Pran Linga) and that has to be worn
by him internally. On hearing this reply, the present pointiff
made an inquiry about Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj and met him
at Inchageri. In the course of argument and discussion with
Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj all the doubts of the present
pointiff were clarified and the present pointiff a Lingayat
Jangam accepted Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj - a Kunbi by caste
as his spiritual teacher. Once a procession was taken out in
which Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj was made to sit in Palaki. A
Lingayat Jangam Mathadipati of Siddhagiri's acceptance of a
Kunbi as his spiritual teacher and his procession in Palaki
were strongly opposed by some orthodox people.
The present
pointiff at one stage was prepared even to quit Kaneri muth and
the position of the Mathadhipati. Later, he was able to
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convince his opponents that in real spiritual world there was
no discrimination in the name of caste, class, sex, age etc.
Sri Sadguru Samartha Sri Muppin Kadeshwar Guru
Sri
Virupaksha Kadeshwar Swami is the present head and considered
to be 26th pointiff of Kaneri muth - Siddhagiri. According to
one version the 25th pointiff is said to have initiated the
saint
of Nimbargi.
The 27th pointiff is Sri
Adrishya
Kadeshwar, (Sri Guru Muppin Kadeshwar Swami). He is the junior
Swami of the present 26th pointiff and he was selected by the
present 26th pointiff as his successor in 1989.
The birth place of the present Mathadhipati of Kaneri muth
(i.e. 26th pointiff) is Lingur (taluk Gadinglaj, district
Kolhapur).
He has his education upto 4th standard. He knows
Marathi (mother-tongue) and Kannada. He is said to have
initiated more than one lakh aspirants. No official record is
kept of the number of the initiated. When I asked him the
number of the initiated by him at Kaneri muth on 02/01/1991, he
replied 'more than one lakh' and he has not kept the record as
it might enhance his ego. He was then 80 years old and of
course, unmarried.
He has visited Italy, England, Holland,
Singapore and Nepal.
The trust has been formed and no further details about the
trust is available. Inspite of several persuasions the person
concerned could not give information about the expenses and
sources of income, the total area of Siddhagiri muth etc., (I
was directed by the present pointiff to approach the person at
Kolhapur).
But the area is very large and economically it
appears to be the most sound institution. It runs a high
school which was started 15 years ago and in 1990 Vriddhashram
(the institute for the old) also has been started there only.
A few rooms are constructed for the accommodation of Sadhakas
and a cave where the saint of Nimbargi was initiated is still
shown.
Nearly 10-12 books are published in Marathi and most of
them contain the 'Pravachanas' delivered on several occasions
by the present head of Kaneri muth - Siddhagiri. From Bombay a
quarterly in Marathi is published titled 'Siddhagiri Sandesh'.
From
this, it appears most of his disciples are
from
Maharashtra or Marathi knowing people.
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Daily 4 times Pooja is performed. By the left side of the
main shrine there is a big hall where the photos of some saints
of Nimbargi Sampradaya are placed including those of Sri
Siddharameshwar Maharaj and the saint of Umadi. Most of the
devotees come from Maharashtra followed by Karnataka and Goa.
On Mondays and Poornimas (full moon day) the
devotees is 5 to 10 thousand.

number

of

On Mahashivaratri a big festival is held and
lakh devotees take part in it.

about

one

The Table No.-12 and the pie charts (Fig.-3) and the
histogram (Fig.-4) present a synoptic view of the distribution
of 13 centres as expounded above, in terms of regional
(Karnataka and Maharashtra), rural and urban distribution, and
types
of leadership/authority
(charismatic,
traditional,
rational-legal) prevailing now in 13 different centres.
Among
13 centres of Nimbargi Sampradaya 8 are in Karnataka and 5 are
in Maharashtra. The original seat of Nimbargi Sampradaya is in
Maharashtra and the original centre of Nimbargi Sampradaya is
in Karnataka.
Out of 13 centres of Nimbargi Sampradaya, 8
centres are in rural areas and 5 centres are in urban areas.
The original seat and original centre of Nimbargi Sampradaya
are in rural areas and not in urban areas. The pie charts on
the left and right sides indicate that 61.6% of the centres of
Nimbargi Sampradaya are in Karnataka and 38.4% of the centres
of Nimbargi Sampradaya are in Maharashtra and 61.6% of the
centres are in rural areas and 38.4% of the centres are in
urban areas.
On the whole a large number of centres of
Nimbargi Sampradaya are in Karnataka and in rural areas than in
Maharashtra and in urban areas. The Table No.-12, and the
histogram (the distribution of kinds of leadership/authority)
in 13 different centres of Nimbargi Sampradaya suggest that
traditional
type of leadership is more
prevalent
than
charismatic type, and ratial-legal type.
On the basis of various criteria it may be possible to
judge
whether
the centres of Nimbargi
Sampradaya
are
flourishing or not. The various criteria are: 1) Whether the
centres are in a position to carry on the functions especially
on special occasions by providing accommodation and other basic
amenities; 2) whether the buildings of the centres are in good
condition or not or do they (centres) have plans to expand
their activities and buildings, 3) Whether the participation
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Table MD. 12
A SYNOPTIC VIEN OF THE CENTRES OF NIHBAR6I
SL 1 Hfi«E AND PLACE OF
m.\
THE CENTRES

Kaneri Hulh Siririhaqiri

TYPE OF THE
CENTRE

Original Seat
(HoDia Peatha!

REBION

SAHPRADAYA

RURAL/1
TYPES OF LEADERSHIP
iPRESEMT I
IJRBAM i CHARiSHATIC ] TRADITIONAL IRATlONALiSTATE/ !
i
1
i -LEORALiCONDlTiON!

Haharashtrai Rural 1

Yes

Yes

Shri S.S GuruiingajangaJD Original Centre of (arnataka ! Rural i
llaharajar Handir Raaashrac Kiibargi Saipradaya
Devar Ninbargi
iHulakshetra )

Yes

Yes

Original Centre
<aranataka I Rural i
(Hoola Kshetra)
of Chiliad Saipradaya

Yes

Yes

Yes

i Flouri
i-shino
1

!

t

I

! Stable
i
J
I

i

Shri Raghunath Priya
Sadhu-Haharai Huth Chluad

Yes
No

1 Stable
i

Kaivalya Dha* Sangli

Hain Centre

Haharashtrai Urban!

Yes

Yes
No

i Stable
J

Dhyana Handir Bhausaheb
Handir Huth Uiadi

Maharashtra 1 Rural 1
Oriqinal Centre
iHuia Kshetra of
Inchageri Saipradaya

No

Yes

No

Shri Ksbetra Inchageri
Huth Inchaperi

Karanataka I Rural 1
Original Centre
IHula Kshetra of
Inchageri Saipradaya

Yes

Yes

Yes i Fioun
i -shinD

Yes

HD

Yes 1 Stable

Rural!

No

No

Yes 1 Flouri
i -shing

i Decavino

Shri S.S. Narasisheshwar
Haharaj Adhyatia Ashra*
Yailatti

Hain Centre

Karnataka 1 Rural 1

Shri Surudev Ranade
Ashrat Niibal iR.S.)

Hain

Karanataka

9.

iJangat Huth Jat

Hain Centre

Haharashtrai Urban!

No

Yes

Yes 1 Stable

10,

Shri Sariguru Prabhakar
Swani Haharaj Handir
Solapur

Hain

Centre

Haharashtra Urban!

No

No

Yes 1 Fioun
i -shina

Hain

Centre

Karanataka

Rural!

Yes

Yes

No

1 Stable

Centre

i

11. Shri S.S. SiddhalingeshHar
Huth/HireBath Sukshetra
Kunnur
12.

Shri S. S. Bhausaheb
Haharajar Huth Bijapur

Hain Centre

Karnataka

Urban!

No

Yes

No

i

Stable

13.

Shri Siddharaaeshxar
Haharajara Huth
Basavan Bagawadi

Hain

Karnataka

Urban!

Yes

Yes

Yes i

Stable

Centre
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of number of devotees is reduced or increased, 4) Whether the
functions of the centres are the same over a long period of
time or they are reduced due to financial and advancing age of
the leaders or due to any other reasons; 5) Whether they run
properly their educational and other institutions
if any;
6) Whether they publish
journals, news
papers, books to
propogate their ideas.
Umadi - one mulakshetra (the original centre) of Inchageri
Sampradaya is in the decaying stage. Due to advancing age of
the leader and financial difficulties, Dhyan Mandir - Umadi is
unable to conduct special festivals these days. The number of
functions is reduced. Deshpande Wada attached the muth is
partly in a fallen condition and the library which was
started
has ceased to function due to mismanagement.
The original and main centres of Chimmad Sampradaya are in
a position to carry on their daily and special
festivals
smoothly and their buildings are in good condition and they
have no intention at the moment to construct or expand
buildings in the days of inflation but to maintain the same.
Hence, they are by and large in a stable condition. Both these
centres have published
some books.
Sri
Siddhalingeshwar
muth/Hire muth - Kannur is also in a stable condition.
There
is no difficulty
in running the institution daily and on
special occasions. On special occasions, the disciples mostly
stay in the open field.
It runs some educational
institutions
and it has published a few books. Sri Bhausaheb Maharajar muth
Bijapur is more or less in a stable condition as it is in a
position to carry on the daily and special programmes but the
number
of
participants
these days
is
limited.
Sri
Siddharameshwar Maharajar muth - Basavan Bagewadi is also in a
stable condition. There is no scope for its expansion as in
the case of Sri Bhausaheb Maharajar muth so far as the
construction of the building is concerned.
Proper arrangements are yet to be made in three centres
like Sri S.S. Guruling Jangam Maharajar Mandir
Ramashram~Devar
Nimbargi, Adhyatma Ashram - Yallatti, Jangam muth Jat. But the
efforts are going on to make proper arrangementments
in the
three centres and especially at Devar Nimbargi. The original
seat of Nimbargi Sampradaya, the original centre of
Inchageri
Sampradaya
(Sri Kshetra Inchageri muth), Sri Gurudev Ranade
Ashram. Nimbal (R.S.), and Sri Prabhakar Swami Maharaj MandirSolapur are in a flourishing stage as they have got their own
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well constructed buildings and they do not face any conspicuous
financial difficulty in running the institutions and the number
of devotees is also on increase.
The relationship between Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya
is of love and hate nature as we have observed elsewhere.
Finally, in this chapter an attempt is made to find out
important similarities and differences between Chimmad and
Inchageri Sampradaya.

SIMILABITIES BETWEEN CHIMMAD AND INCHAGERI SAMPRADAYA
1. Kadasiddha, the saint of Nimbargi and Sri Raghunath Priya
Maharaj/Sadhubua are the saints of great reverence to the
followers of both Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya.
2. The followers of both Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya
consider Kaneri muth Siddhagiri, and Shri Sadguru Samartha
Guruling Jangam Maharajar Mandir. Raimashram -Devar Nimbargi as
holy centres. Former is the original seat (Mula pitha) and the
latter is the original centre (Mula Kshetra) of Nimbargi
Sampradaya.
3. The stress in both Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya is
'Divine Nam' imparted by the spiritual teacher.

on

4. 'Dasbodha' the work of Sri Samarth Ramdas is the Bible
both Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya.

of

5. A large portion of Bhajan in both
Sampradaya is in Marathi.

Chimmad

and

Inchageri

6. Both Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya regard
God (self)
realization as a process and lay stress upon moral conduct.
7. Pravachanas, Palaki, Dindi, Rathotsava are the most coTnmon
features in most of the centres of Chimmad and Inchageri
Sampradaya on special/festival days.
8.
Doors of the centres of Chimmad and Inchageri are kept
open to those who have some spiritual inclination irrespective
of caste, class, region, age and sex. Samuhik Bhojan (Maha
Prasad) indicates egalitarian style. But most of the followers
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of both Chimmad and Inchageri
Karnataka and Maharashtra.

Sampradaya

are

from

both

9.
Both Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya have produced some
lady spiritual teachers. Laxmibai Akka, Maisaheb in Chimmad
Sampradaya and Shivalingawa and Radhabai Limaye in Inchageri
Sampradaya are but a few examples.
10. Offerings of Balis and killings of animals are discouraged
both in Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya. Non-vegetarian food
is also not much favoured in both Sampradaya - Chimmad and
Inchageri.
11.
The concept of Avatar in some or the other form or
comparing
some saints of Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya
prevail both in Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya. For instance,
Chimmad Maharaj has been regarded as the incarnation of Ekanath
Maharaj and Shivalingawa has been compared to Muktabai.
12. The concept of ritual/ spiritual kinship
(a kind of
fictive kinship) prevails both in Chimmad and
Inchageri
Sampradaya. Sometimes the pair may be of different jatis and
usually the tie is created when the two take the same 'Guru'
the same mentor, and so become 'Guru' brothers and 'Guru'
sisters. ^'^
For instance, Chimmad Maharaj and the saint of Nimbal
regarded Laxmibai Akka (the fostered daughter and the disciple
of the saint of Nimbargi) and Shivalingawa as their spiritual
sisters respectively.
13. No deliberate attempt has been made to put an end to caste
system both in Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya with the
exception of Girimalleswar Maharaj line.

DIFFERENCES
No sharp line of distinction is possible between Chimmad
and Inchageri Sampradaya and at times they vary in the degree
of emphasis. Nevertheless, the following differences could be
drawn between the two from the academic viewpoint.
1. The number of the centres of Chimmad Sampradaya is limited
as compared to the number of centres of Inchageri Sampradaya.
2,33

On that basis one may guess that the number of followers of
Chimmad Sampradaya is limited as compared to the number of the
followers of Inchageri Sampradaya.
2. Chimmad Sampradaya is conservative as it has tried to retain
the original practices of Nimbargi Sampradaya.
Inchageri
Sampradaya is progressive and radical at times as it has
introduced several changes in the original practices
of
Nimbargi Sampradaya.
3. In Chimmad Sampradaya the authority
to
initiate
is
transferred usually from one person to another symbolically by
handing over the coconut. No such symbolic practice is being
followed in Inchageri Sampradaya.
4.
Both
Samuhika
(meditation in
group)
and
Ekantik
(meditation in solitude) are stressed in Inchageri Sampradaya.
By and large in Chimmad Sampradaya Ekantik Namasmarana and not
Samuhik Namasmarana is stressed.
5. 'Panchasamasi' in the praise of Guru is a must in Chimmad
bhajan system.
But the Bhajan of Inchageri Sampradaya is a
collection of songs selected by the saint of Nimbal at the
instance of the saint of Umadi and published under the title
'Nitya Nemavali'.
6.
All participants in the "Bhajan' need not sing the songs
but only those who are appointed for the purpose. Almost all
the centres of Inchageri Sampradaya however, insist on an
active participation of all the participants in 'Bhajan' by
singing.
7. "Kirtana' is a very distinctive and conspicuous mark of
Chimmad Sampradaya. In some centres of Chimmad Sampradaya like
Kaivalya Dham 'Kirtana' is performed everyday. In Inchageri
Sampradaya performance of 'Kirtana' is not a prominent feature
at all.
8. Centres of Chimmad Sampradaya have not yet formed the
trust. But some centres of Inchageri Sampradaya have formed the
trusts. Gurudev Ranade Samadhi trust Nimbal is an example of
this kind in Inchageri Sampradaya.
9.
There are only spiritual centres of Chimmad Sampradaya
while Inchageri Sampradaya have some academic centres too.

Z3^

'Academy of Comparative Philosophy & Religion' - Belgaum is
illustration.
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In spite of these above mentioned differences one should
note that Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya have to depend
upon
each other in certain matters. For instance, Sadhubua left his
mortal coil at Chimmad
(the original centre of
Chimmad
Sampradaya). Sri Sadhubua serves as a link between
Inchageri
and Chimmad sampradaya as he has initiated both the saints of
Umadi
(the founder of Inchageri sampradaya) and the saint of
Chimmad (the founder of Chimmad Sampradaya) at the instance of
the saint of Nimbargi. "Tapanashi' is a holy pond for both the
followers of Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya.
Siddhagiri
the original seat (Mula pitha) of Nimbargi Sampradaya is a holy
place
for both the followers of Inchageri and
Chimmad
sampradaya.
But Siddhagiri
-'Kaneri muth' is under
the
leadership
of Siddharameshwar Maharaj line of
Inchageri
Sampradaya.

An analysis of thirteen important centres of
Nimbargi
Sampradaya has been made. However only a marginal attention is
paid to a few sub-centres of Nimbargi Sampradaya.
A brief
account of these centres is as follows.
Kaneri muth (a Lingayat monastery) is at Siddhagiri
- a
village near Kolhapur in Maharashtra. One pointiff
of Kaneri
muth is said to have initiated Sri Narayana Misalkar
(17901885)/Sri Guruling Jangam Maharaj - the founder of Nimbargi
Sampradaya.
Hence, Kaneri muth is considered to be the
original seat/mula pitha of Nimbargi Sampradaya.
Sri Guruling Jangam Maharajar Mandir Ramashram
- Devar
Nimbargi
is the original centre/mulakshetra
of
Nimbargi
Sampradaya as the founder of Nimbargi Sampradaya lived and left
his mortal coil at Devar Nimbargi. Devar Nimbargi is a village
in Bombary Karnataka. The facilities in this centre are yet to
be provided for the followers of Nimbargi Sampradaya.
Nimbargi Sampradaya is split into Chimmad and
Inchageri
Sampradaya
due to temperamental
differences between
the
founders of Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya and due to some
other reasons. Sri Raghunath Priya Sadhu Maharaj - an unmarried
Brahmin is a disciple of Sri Guruling Jangam Maharaj (Neelavani
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Lingayat and married).
Sri Sadhu Maharaj initiated
the
founders of Chimmad and Inchageri Sampradaya at the instance of
Sri Guruling Jangam Maharaj. Sri Raghunath Priya Maharaj
towards the end of life came and settled at Chimmad (a village
in Bombay Karnataka) and breathed his last there.
Sri
Raghunath
Priya Sadhu Maharaj muth
has
been
established by Sri Rambhau Yargattikar (a married Deshastha
Brahmin) - the founder of Chimmad Sampradaya.
It is the
original centre of Chimmad Sampradaya. This muth is said to be
conservative as it has tried ^o retain most of the original
teachings and practices of Nimbargi Sampradaya.
Panchapadi/
Panch
Samasi Bhajan and Sankirtana in Marathi,
Ekantik
Namasmarana are distinctive features of Chimmad Sampradaya and
its centres. The initiating authority is passed on to the other
generally at the time of death or is indicated symbolically by
handing over of a coconut. No systematic record of the number
of the initiated is kept in the original centre of Chimmad
Sampradaya.
Sadhu Maharajar Rathotsava is the most important
festival at Chimmad muth. Followers from Karnataka, Maharashtra
and Hyderabad (mostly Brahmins) are attracted to this centre.
Tapanashi and Chaya Griha of Chimmad are the holy places to the
ardents disciples of Nimbargi Sampradaya.
Trust is not formed at Chimmad muth and the leadership at
the moment in this muth is a combination of traditional and
charismatic type.
Chimmad muth is stable as there is no
difficulty in running activities connected to this centre. But
this centre has no plan to expand them. Maisaheb and Laxmibai
Akka (Maratha by caste and a fostered daughter of the the saint
of Nimbargi and a spiritual sister of the founder of Chimmad
sampradaya) are female spiritual leaders of Chimmad Sampradaya.
Laxmibai Akka has spent her life at Chimmad muth after the
demise of the Saint of Nimbargi. She (Laxmibai Akka) has
compared the saint of Nimbargi, Sadhubua, the Saint of Chimmad
to Tukaram, Ramadas Swami, Janaeshwar - Ekanath respectively.
Laxmibai Akka has informed this matter to Kotnis Maharaj - a
Vaishnava Brahmin disciple of the Saint of Chimmad. There are
a few incidences of matrimonial alliance between the members of
the family of the founder of Chimmad Sampradaya and the family
of Sri Kotnis Maharaj - the founder of Kaivalya Dham - the main
centre of Chimmad Sampradaya.
Kaivalya
Maharashtra.

Dham
Most

is at Sangli - a district
of the followers of this main
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Chimmad Sampradaya are Maharashtrain Brahmins and Marathas. No
record of the number of the initiated is kept here.
The
present head of this centre (the grandson of Kotnis Maharaj)
claims that he is the only an authorised person to initiate as
per the original practice of Nimbargi Sampradaya.
The present head of Kaivalya Dham is a Kirtanakar. Daily
Kirtana takes place at Kaivalya Dham. This main centre has an
academic interest also. Personal Library, Museum, Photos of
various saints in this centre bear testimony to this fact. The
most important festival of this centre is punyatithi of Sri
Kotnis Maharaj.
The Leadership at the moment in Kaivalya Dham is a
combination of charismatic and traditional and the present
leader does not face any difficulty in conducting daily and
special programmes connected to the centre. However, the
present leader has no idea to expand Kaivalya Dham in the days
of inflation. He wants to maintain the status quo at Kaivalya
Dham rather than expanding it and hence it is in a stable
condition.
If chimmad sampradaya has one original centre and one main
centre, Inchageri sampradaya has two original centres and at
least seven main centres.
A few main centres of Inchageri
sampradaya have their own sub-centres.
One original centre of Inchageri Sampradaya is 'Dhyan
Mandir-Umadi. The birth place of the founder of Inchageri
sampradaya is Umadi. Umadi is a village in Maharashtra.
The leadership in this centre at present is traditional.
Due to the old age of the present leader of this centre, and
financial crisis several functions which were once performed
here are reduced or cancelled. Gurudev Library has ceased to
function due to mismanagement. Deshpande Wada attached to this
centre is in a fallen condition. This centre is decaying.
Sri Kshetra Inchageri muth (the original centre
of
Inchageri Sampradaya) is at Inchageri. Inchageri is a village
in Bombay Karnataka.
The founder of Inchageri Sampradaya
breathed his last at Inchageri. This muth consists of Samadhis
of the Saint of Nimbargi, the Saint of Umadi (married and
Deshastha Brahmin), Sri Amburao Maharaj (married and Deshastha
Brahmin), Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj (married and Kunabi), Sri
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Giri Malleshwar Maharaj (married and Lingayat), Samadhis of a
few disciples of Sri Giri Malleshwar Maharaj line are also at
Sri Kshetra Inchageri. This muth is now under the control of
Sri Giri Malleshwar Maharaj line. Sri Giri Malleshwar Maharaj
line
has several sub-centres and the exact number of its
sub-centres is not known.
The leadership, at present, in Sri Kshetra Inchageri Muth
is a combination of charismatic, traditional and rational
legal types. Under the leadership of the present head of this
original centre of Inchageri Sampradaya a number economic,
political, cultural, religious and philianthropic activities
take place. Its economic position is very sound. This centre
is in a flourishing stage. The most important festival that is
celebrated in this centre is 'Magha Saptah'.
Adhyatma Ashram (the main centre of Inchageri Sampradaya)
is at Yallatti. Yallatti is a village in Bombary Karnataka.
There is a Samadhi of Sri Narasimheshwar Maharaj (the disciple
of the Saint of Umadi) at Adhyatma Ashram - Yallatti.
The
construction of Adhyatma Ashram is still going on. Though this
centre is not that financially sound, there is no difficulty in
feeding its devotees. This centre is in a stable condition.
Night vigil on full-moon day is one important feature of
Adhyatma Ashram.
Trust, though formed recently, has not yet
started
functioning in full-swing. At present, there are two spiritual
leaders for this centre - one is a Panchamasali Lingayat
householder and another is a Vaishnava Brahmin (unmarried).
The latter imparts Yogic training to the aspirants.
The
biography
of the founder of this centre is ready
for
publication. This main centre has a few sub-centres.
If the founder of Adhyatma Ashrama is Sri Narasimheshwar
Maharaj - a Vaishnava Brahmin, the founder of Sri Gurudev
Ranade Ashram -Nimbal R.S. is Sri Gurudev Ranade - a Chitpawan
Brahmin.
Nimbal is a village in Bombay Karnataka.
However,
most of the followers of this main centre of Inchageri
Sampradaya are Maharashtrain educated Brahmins. All the daily
and
special
programmes
take
place
in
this
centre
systematically.
'Samuhik Namasmarana' and 'Bhajan' take place
in this centre in accordance with the timings.
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Sri Gurudev Ranade has composed 'Nemavali' ('Bhajan' for
the followers of Inchageri Sampradaya) at the instance of his
spiritual teacher (the Saint of Umadi). After the demise of
Sri Gurudev Ranade-a new method of initiation i.e., taking Nam
by placing the chit of 'Ishta Nam' on Samadhi of Sri Gurudev
Ranade has been introduced. A systematic record of the number
of the initiated is kept in this main centre.
Sri Gurudev Ranade Ashram has witnessed all three types of
Leadership - from
charismatic to traditional,
and
from
traditional to rational - legal. The trust has provided basic
amenities to the followers. This main centre is flourishing.
There are a few sub-centres of Gurudev Ranade line in
Rajasthan, Maharashtra, and Karnataka. Two of them are of
academic
nature
which
have
entered
into
litigation.
Paramaratha Mandir - Jamkhandi (the birth place of Sri Gurudev
Ranade) is stable. A highly educated person who came in close
contact with Sri Amburao Maharaj and Sri Gurudev Ranade has
established a small centre in Rajasthan. It is to remembered
that Sri Amburao Maharaj (the disciple of the Saint of Umadi),
Narasappa Shapeti (the disciple of the Saint of Nimbargi), Sri
Shivalingavva (the lady disciple of the Saint of Umadi) used to
visit Sri Gurudev Ranade Ashram.
The poetess Saint of Jat is Sri Shivalingavva.
Sri
Shivalingavva is a Lingayat disciple of the Saint of Umadi.
The Saint of Umadi initiated Sri Shivalingavva in her
early childhood. Though the worldly life of Sri Shivalingavva
was full of difficulties, she carried on her meditation
rigorously. Prof. R.D. Ranade - a mystic philosopher, regarded
Sri Shivalingavva as his spiritual sister (Guru Bhagini) and
compared
her
to Muktabai of Jnaneshwar
(in
spiritual
attainment). Sri Shivalingavva died of Cholera at Jat.
Jangam Math (the main centre of Inchageri Sampradaya)
where Samadhi of Sri Shivalingavvas is built is now under the
ownership and leadership of Sri Shivalingavva's relative. The
leadership in this muth is traditional one. There is no trust
for Jangam muth - Jat. A slab over Samadhi of Shivalingavva at
Jangam muth
has been recently built.
Mantap and Sadhana
Mandir are yet to be constructed.
At present there is no
difficulty in running the muth. A very few functions are held
in this muth and the number of the participants is limited.
Z.3if

Jangam muth - Jat is in Urban Maharashtra. Sri Prabhakar
Swami Maharja Mandir (the main centre of Inchageri Sampradaya)
is at Solapur (Urban Maharashtra).
Sri Prabhakar Maharaj
before
joining Nimbargi Sampradaya i.e., before
getting
initiated by the Saint of Umadi was initiated outside of
Nimbargi Sampradaya.
He was given a Musalmani Mantra by a
Lingayat Guru.
The Saint of Umadi is a Moksha Guru of Sri
Prabhakar Maharaj (an unmarried Karhadi Brahmin).
Daily about 4000 disciples visit Sri Prabhakar Swami
Maharaj Mandir.
On special occasions nearly 3000 actively
participate (including a few non-Hindus) and nearly 20,000
partake Mahaprasad on the occasion of Punyatithi of Sri
Prabhakar Maharaj.
The festivals of some saints outside of
Nimbargi Sampradaya are also celebrated in this main centre.
Counting
of rosary beads anywhere, anytime is
the
distinctive mark of the followers of Sri Prabhakar Maharaj
Mandir.
The priest of Sri Prabhakar Swami Maharaj Mandir
instructs those who intend to get initiated and offers beads of
rosary to them by touching it to the finger of the idol of Sri
Prabhakar Maharaj.
Construction of 'Sadhana Mandir' in line with "Vivekanand
memorial Rock' is another distinctive mark of Sri Prabhakar
Maharaj Mandir. This indicates that economic position of this
Mandir is sound and there is no difficulty in carrying out its
activities.
This centre is flourishing. A trust has been
formed for this mandir. A few sub-centres of this mandir are
in Maharashtra.
The Samadhi of Sri Prabhakar Maharaj is at Devar
in Bombay Karnataka.

Nimbargi

Sri Sadguru Samartha Siddhalingeshwar muth/Hire
muth
Sukshetra is at Kannur (a village in Bombay Karnataka) near
Devar Nimbargi. The 'Samadhi' of Sri Siddhalingeshwar (married
and the Lingayat Jangam disciple of the Saint of Umadi) is at
Hire muth.
Hire muth is in the open field.
The disciples
mostly of this line when they gather for celebrating Saptah put
up in the open field. The most important festival of this
centre is celebrated on 'EllaAmavasye' (Punyatithi of Sri
Siddhalingayya
Swami).
This main centre
of
Inchageri
Sampradaya is not facing any financial crisis to conduct Saptah
and is in a stable condition. Most of the disciples of this
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centre are Lingayats and Kannada knowing. Almost all the books
published by this centre or in the name of this centre are in
Kannada.
In some of these books the miracles that are
attributed to the life of Sri Siddhalingayya Swami
are
highlighted.
At present charismatic and traditional type of leadership
go hand in hand. The spiritual leaders of Siddhalingayya Swami
have initiated some persons but no record of the initiated is
maintained.
Hire muth (the main centre) runs
some
educational
institutions. This centre has several sub-centres and some of
the sub-centres have their own sub-centres. Of course Hire muth
(the main centre) is in Kannur. Kannur is a village in Bijapur
district.
Sri Sadguru Samartha Bhausaheb Maharaj muth is at Bijapur.
Sri Anjutgi Maharaj (the disciple of the Saint of Umadi) is the
founder of this main centre of Inchageri Sampradaya.
Sri
Anjutgi Maharaj is a Vaishnava Brahmin of Uttaradhi muth.
The
biography of Sri Anjutgi maharaj is ready for its publication.
Followers of different lines of Inchageri Sampradaya such as
Sri Horti Raroarao Maharaj line, Sri Sri Siddhalingayya Swami
line, Sri Anjutgi Maharaj line, Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj
line, Sri Pandurang Maharaj line, Sri Dottopant Maharja line,
Sri Giri Malleshwar Maharaj line gather here. Now-a-days, the
number of participants in daily and special programmes of this
muth is quite limited. Sub-centres of Sri Anjutgi Maharaj line
and some other lines attract more disciples than this main
centre.
Sri S.S. Bhahusaheb Maharajar muth however, has
no
financial difficulty in carrying out its programmes and is in a
stable condition. The leadership in this muth is traditional.
This muth has no trust and is run by a Marawadi disciple of Sri
Siddharameshwar Maharaj line.
Sri Siddharameshwar Maharajar muth is at Basavana Bagawadi
(a taluka place in Bijapur district). In this main centre of
Inchageri Sampradaya there is 'Samadhi' of Sri Siddharameshwar
Maharaj - a Kunabi and married disciple of the Saint of Umadi.
Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj is the first disciple of the Saint
of Umadi, who was initiated on Saturday. The present heads of
Kaneri Math, Shanti Kutir are Lingayat Jangam, Deshastha
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Brhamin
respectively.
They are the disciples
of
Sri
Siddharameshwar maharaj.
It is for this reason that Kaneri
muth, and Shanti Kutir are viewed as the sub-centres of Sri
Siddharameshwar Maharaj line. The present head of Kaneri muth
faced some opposition for having accepted a Kunabi as his
spiritual teacher.
The
authority/leadership
in
Basavana
Bagawadi
is
charismatic, and traditional, and rational-legal
combined
together at present. At Shanti Kutir the leadership is both
charismatic and rational-legal while in Kaneri muth
the
leadership is a combination of charismatic, traditional, and
rational - legal type.
Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj muth, Shanti Kutir, Kaneri
muth
do not face economic crisis in
conducting
their
programmes. The most important festival at Kaneri Muth is held
on Mahalaya Amavasye. Kaneri muth, and Shanti Kutir have their
own sub-centres. Sri Siddharameshwar Maharajar muth (the main
centre) is in a stable condition. Kaneri muth, Shanti Kutir
are flourishing.
Finally, in this chapter similarities and differences
between
Inchageri and Chimmad Sampradaya are
discussed.
Inspite of a few notable differences between Chimmad and
Inchageri Sampradaya in Bhajan and Namasmarana systems, it must
be noted that there is much in common between the two
Sampradaya and they are interdependent. The original seat and
centre of Nimbargi Sampradaya the original centre of Chimmad
Sampradaya are holy places for the followers of both Inchageri
and Chimmad Sampradaya. The original seat is under the control
of Sri Siddharameshwar Maharaj line and Chimmad muth is under
the control of Chimmad Sampradaya.
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